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• The least acculturated of the native-born/1.5 generation––the Spanish speakers––had the lowest receipt of 
family planning services. 

• SES and life course measures were linked to the receipt of family planning services, and the location of 
services, in expected ways. 

• Although traditional gender attitudes were linked to location of clinic services in bivariate analyses, these 
associations were non-significant after accounting for SES and life course measures. 

 

• To identify factors linked to family planning service use among Hispanics. 
• To examine heterogeneity in family planning service use among Hispanics by country of origin and by level of 

“acculturation” (a combined measure of nativity, length of time in the U.S., and predominant language). 

• Hispanics are the largest and fastest growing minority group in the U.S.; in 2010 they made up 16% of the population.  
• The rate of unintended pregnancy among Hispanics in the U.S. is high, while the rate of contraceptive use is low, 

particularly among the foreign-born population. This suggests a high unmet need for family planning and 
contraceptive services among Hispanics.  

• A better understanding of factors linked to family planning service use among Hispanic women is central to efforts to 
promote sexual and reproductive health. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Data and Sample 
• 2002 and 2006-2010 National Surveys of Family Growth (NSFG). 
• The analytic sample was limited to Hispanic women aged 18-29 who were sexually active in past year and not 

pregnant or seeking pregnancy, N=1,360 women (507 from the 2002 survey and 853 from 2006-2010 survey). 
 

Measures 
Dependent Variables 
• Family planning service use: dichotomous indicator of visitation to medical provider for birth control method, birth 

control check-up, birth control counseling, sterilization counseling, or sterilization operation in past year 
• Location of family planning service receipt: 1) no services; 2) clinic, including Title X clinics; 3) non-clinic, including 

private physicians offices 
Primary Independent Variables 
• Acculturation: 1) native-born or foreign-born and came to U.S. before age 12 (1.5 generation), speaks primarily 

English; 2) native-born or foreign-born and came to U.S. before age 12, speaks primarily Spanish; 3) foreign-born 
and came to U.S. at age 12 or older  

• Country of origin: Mexican origin vs. other Hispanic 
Control Variables 
• SES: poverty status, family structure at age 14, parent education 
• Life course: age at interview, current school enrollment, lives with parent, age at first sex, relationship status, 

number of children, number of sex partners in past year 
• Attitudes: attitudes about gender roles (work and parenting) 

 

Methods  
• Bivariate and multivariate analyses (logistic and multinomial regression) conducted in Stata examined whether receipt 

of family planning services in the past year, and where services were received, differed by generation and language 
status, Mexican origin, and family and individual characteristics. 

• Analyses were weighted and adjusted to account for the complex sampling design of NSFG. 
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Results 
Descriptive and Bivariate Results 
• 65% of the sample received family planning services in the past year (in a clinic or non-clinic setting).  
• Mexican-origin women were more likely than other Hispanics to receive clinic services. 
• Native-born/1.5 generation Spanish-speaking women were least likely to receive services.  
• Foreign-born women were most likely to receive clinic services; native-born/1.5 generation English-speaking 

women were most likely to receive non-clinic services. 
 

Additional Multivariate Results 
• Odds of receiving services decreased with each year of age. Conversely, increased parent education, school 

enrollment, and children were linked to higher odds of service receipt. 
• Younger age at interview, having children, and being enrolled in school were linked to higher odds of family 

planning service receipt, in a clinic or non-clinic setting. 
• Among those receiving services, increased income and higher parental education were linked to non-clinic 

services, while being outside of a married union was linked to clinic service receipt.  

Multivariate Models Predicting Family Planning Service Use among Hispanics 

FP  
Services 

Clinic  
vs none  

Non-clinic 
vs none  

Clinic vs 
non-clinic 

Acculturation and Country of Origin      

Acculturation 

Native-born or 1.5 gen/English-
speaking 0.87 0.50** 1.59† 0.31*** 

Native-born or 1.5 gen/Spanish-
speaking 0.47† 0.51 0.45 1.12 

Foreign-born (1.00) (1.00) (1.00) (1.00) 

Mexican origin 1.17 2.16*** 0.71† 3.05*** 

Individual and Background Characteristics  

SES 

Poverty 

  <100% (1.00) (1.00) (1.00) (1.00) 

  100-249% 1.10 0.89 1.39 0.64* 

  >250% 1.41 1.23 1.59 0.77 

Lived with parents at 14 1.17 1.06 1.25 0.84 

Parent college+ 1.73** 1.27 2.15*** 0.59* 
Life Course 

Age 0.92** 0.89*** 0.94† 0.95 

In school 1.76** 1.62* 1.92** 0.84 

Lives with parent 0.99 0.87 1.06 0.82 

Age at first sex <16 0.96 0.96 0.93 1.03 

Relationship status 

 Married (1.00) (1.00) (1.00) (1.00) 

 Cohabiting 1.07 1.53† 0.80 1.91** 

 Neither 0.81 1.19 0.62+ 1.92* 

Children 2.55*** 2.66*** 2.25** 1.19 

Multiple sex partners 0.76 0.98 0.56+ 1.74 
Attitudes 

Working moms less warm (1-5) 1.06 1.10 1.03 1.07 

Man as breadwinner (1-5) 0.93 0.93 0.90 1.04 
†p<.10 * p<.05 **p<.01 ***p<.001 
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