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1a83 CHILD HEALTH SUPPLEMEPJ T

TO TH E

NATIONAL HEALTH INTERVIEW SURVE Y

SAMPLE • PROBABILITY SAMPLE OF U,S, CHILDREN
LIVING IN NOUSEHOLD S

• A(~E RANGE : 0-17

• RAPJDOM SELECTION OF ONE CHILD PER FA,~1ILY

• COMPLETION RATE : 93~

• N = 15, ~+16

•~= 693-I,089 PER SINGLE YEAR OF AG E

METHOD • I ►~-PERSOPJ I NTERVI EI~;S BY CENSUS I NTERV I EWERS
I~ITH INFORMED PARENT OR GUARDIAN, USUALLY
THE BIOLOGICAL MOTHER (82') O R
BIOLOGICAL FATHER (10~)



1Q81 CHILD HEALTH SUPPLE~!EN T

TO THE

NATIONAL HEALTH INTERVIEW SURVE Y

CONTEPJT • DETA I LED SPEC I F I CAT I O~J OF CH I LD' S
FAMILIAL RELATiONSHIP TO ADULTS AND
OTHER CH I LDRE~I I~i HOUSEHOL D

• MARIT.~L HISTORY OF BIOLOGICAL ~IOTHE R

• PARTIAL RESIDENTIAL HISTORY OF CHILD

• CURRENT CONTACT F~ITH OUTSIDE PARENT, IF AN Y

• CURRENT CHILD CARE ARRANCEMEPST S

• ADE[,}UATE SET OF SES, ETHNIC, AND MARITAL
DESCRIPTORS FOR CURRENT ADULT HH ME"!BER S

• BROAD RANGE OF CHILD HEALTH, BE}~AVIOR,
AND SCHOOL PERFOR'~ANCE MEASURES



CHILD ~EVELOPMEN T

INDI CATOR S

~~ENTAL HEALTH AND BEHAVIO R

~) WHETHER CHILD HAS EVER SEEN A PSYCHOLOGIST OR PSYCHIATRIST

FOR TREATMENT OF AN EMOTIONAL, MENTAL, OR BEHAVIO R

PROBLEM ~AGES 3 - 17 )

2) WHETHER CHILD RECEIVED OR WAS SEEN AS NEEDING PSYCHOLOGICAL

HELP IN LAST YEAR ~AGES ~ - ~~ )

3) BEHAVIOR PROBLEMS INDEX ~AGES 4- 1~ )

ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMEN T

4) WHETHER CHiLD HAS EVER HAD TO REPEAT A GRADE IN SCNOOL

~AGES 6 - 17 )

5) STANDING IN CLASS RATING tAGES 6- 17 )

PHYSICAL ~EALTH

6) HEALTH STATUS RATING ~AGES Q- 1~ )

~) NUMBER OF DAYS MISSED FROM SCHOOL DUE TO ILLNESS IN

LAST YEAR ~AGES ~ - I~)



TAB~E A-1 .

h~UMBER AND PRDPORTION QF

~ .S . CHiLDREN AGED ~-~~ LIVIN G

iN DIFFERENT TYPES OF FAMILIES, 1°~ 1

NUMBER O F

FAMILY TYPE CASES IN POPULATIDN ~~~EiGHTE D

~PARENTS IN HOME) SURVEY PROJECTION ~ERCENTAGE S

MQTHER AND FATHER 14,3~~ ~Z~~ MILLIDN 6~~5 ~

MOTHER ONLY ~,~5~ ~I .~ MILLION 1~~ 3

MOTHER AND STEPFATHER I,O~~ ~ .S MILLION ~~ 1

FATHER AND STEPMOTHER Z~6 ~~~ THOUSAND 1~ ~

FATHER ONLY 2~5 Q45 THOUSAND 1, 5

~ ADOPTIVE PAREN7tS) ~N O

BIOLOGICAL RELATIVE) 358 1 .3 MILLION 2~ ~

GRANDPARENT~S) DR OTHE R

RELATIVE~S) 2~3 1,~ MILLION ~~ ~

OTHER ~S 2~6 THOUSAND O~ ~

TOTALS ~~,~~6 ~~ .I MILLION ~~O .O%



TABLE A-Z ,

rrUMBER AND ~ROPORTION OF

ADOPTED CHILDREN AGED 0-17 ~IVINr,

IN ~IFFERENT TYPES OF FAMILIES ,

LNITED STATES , 1981

FAMILY TYP E

TWO ADOPTIVE PARENTS

ONE ADOPTIVE PARENT

- ADOPTIVE MOTHER ONLY

- ADOPTIVE FATHER ONLY

ADOPTIVE PARENT AND

STEPPARENT

- ADOPTIVE MOTHER AND

STEPFATHER

- ADOPTIVE FATHER AND

STEPMOTHE R

TOTALS

WEIGHTE D

PERCENTAGE S

~UMBER OF POPULATION ~F QF

CASES IN PROJECTION ADOPTED ALL

SURVEY ~ IN THOUSANDS) CHILDREN CHILDRE N

298 1,080 85,9~ 1,71~

47 142 11,2 ~ 0,22 %

38 lI3 a,0 0 .18

9 2$ 2 .2 O .Du

13 36 2 .g% 0 .060

8 21 1,7 0,03

5 16 1 .2 0,02

358 1,258 100,07 1 .99~



TA~LE R-1 ,

FAMILY CHARACTERISTICS

ETHNIC COMPOSITION

DEMOGRAPHIC PROFiLE

I N I^~H I CH ADOPTED AN D

CHILDREN RE

IJ,S, CHILDREN AGED

AL L

ADOPTED

CHILDRE N

( N = 358 )

PROPORTION WHITE (NON-HISPANIC) ~50

PROPORTION BLACK 9

PROPORTION HISPANIC ~

~ARENT ~DUCATIO N

AT LEAST ONE A COLLEGE GRADUATE 3g~

NEiTHER IS A HIGH SCHOO L
GRADUATE 1~

FAMILY INCOME

~25, OQO OR MORE

LESS THAN $1Q,QO Q

~'rELF ARE STATU S

PROPORTION RECEIVING AFDC

MOTHER~S AG E

PROPORTION WITH MOTHERS AGED

4Q AND OVER

PROPORTION WITH MOTHERS

UNDER 3O

53~
7

OF ~AMILIES

~~ON-ADOPTED

SIDE

0-17, 1~81

ALL

~•~ON-

ADOPTED S

(N = 15,05Q )

74~
15
Q

21~

I9

35~
22

TOTAL

SAMPLE

(N = I5,416 )

7~~
15
~

21%

1 9

36~
22

<1~ 8~ S~

5S' 26~ 26a

2 28 • 27



Characteristics of Adopted and
Non-Ado~ted C i dren llnder 18 . 198 1

Chil d an d
Family Charaeteristi~

Total
PBrebt Education
(More Educated Parent )
Spme Coxlegt or more
High ~chool grad . only
Lesa than high school grad .
~ilv_Ipcome

~25,D00 or more
~10,DOD-g2~,gg9
4ess than g10,00 0

4~elfa,Sg Status
Families receiving AFDC

~ ~e
~ID or over
30-3 9
Under 3D

White Children
Born Out-of-Wedlock ~

Al1 Reised by 8iologica l
A ,~~,Ado ote da Mo tblt~~~

Percen t
~is,~ribu~ion

Percen t
~istribution

Percen t
Di~str~i~y~ion

~ oo~ ~ oo~c 1 oox

58~ u0~ 21 ~
31 41 5 1
11 19 ~ 29

53x 35~ 1a~ c
39 +~3 3 0
7 22 56

t1~ 8x 32x

5 8~ 2G~ 12~
40 ~7 3 1
2 27 57



TABLE 1•

ADOLESCENTS AGED IZ-1~ ;

ADOPTED IN INFANCY VS, RAISED BY ~OTH ~IOLOGICAL PARENT S

RAISED BY

CHILD DEVELOPMENT ADOPTED ROTH RIO ~BSERVED ADJUSTED

INDICATORS IN INFANCY pARENTS ~ IFFERENCE DIFFERENC E

MENTAL HEALTH AND (N ~1~) ~N '3 .553) (IN STANDARD DEVIATIO N

BEHAVIOR
UNI TS )

EVER SEEN A PSYCHOLOGIST ~ ~
OR PSYCHIATRIST (~) ~.3a 5~ - ,2S - ~~9

RECEIVED OR NEEDED HEL P

IN LAST YEAR (7) la~ 3~
~

-,Zg
~

-,30

BEHAVIOR PROBLEM5 INDEX

(MiEAN SCORE) 51 .3 4`~ ,4
~

- ,3O
~~

- ~4 O

ACADEM I C PERFORMANCE

EVER REPEATED A GRAD E

(~) 7~ I~~ .14 .0 6

STANDING IN CLAS S

RATING E~IEAN SCORE) ~S ,5 ~~. .0 - .25
~

- •3 5

PHYSICAL HEALT H

HEALTH STATU S

RATING (MEAN SCORE) 51,7 50 ,9 ,08 ,02

SC~i00L ABSENCES DUE

TO ILLNESS ~M~EAN 5 ,3 4 .2 - ,14 - ►1 6
DAYS LQST IN LAST YEAR)



TABLE 2 ,

ADOLESCENTS AGED 12-17 :

ADOPTED IN INFANCY VS, ~ORN OUT OF GjEDLOCK, RAISED BY ~OTHE R

R,A I SED B Y

CHILD DEVELOPMENT ADOPTED RIOLOGICAL aBSERVED ADJUSTED

INDICATORS IN INFANCY MOTHER ~ IFFERENCE DI FFERENC E

MENTAL HEALTH AND ~N - 115~ ~N = 2 O1) tIN STANDARD DEVIATIO N

BEHAVI{3R
UNI TS )

EVER SEEN A PSYCHOLOGIST -

OR PSYCHIATRIST ~~) 13ro 15% ,07 ,0 7

RECEIVED OR NEEDED HEL P

iN LAST YEAR C~) 1~~ ~.Z~ ,Q2 ,Q ~

BEHAVIOR pROBLEMS INDE X

~i"EAN SCORE) 51,3 54,4
~

,31 .0 5

AC ADE MIC PERFORMANC E

EVER REFEATED A GRADE ~, ~

~y} 7~ 26~ ,53 ,2 5

STANDING IN CLAS S

RATING ~MEAN $CORE) ~~,5 ~~,5 ~~-Q ' ~1Q

PHYSICAL ~EALT H

HEALTH STATUS ~ ~
RATING {MEAN SCORE) 51~7 45,4 ,63 ,2 I

SGHOOL ABSENCES DU E

TO ILLNESS ~MEAN 5~3 6~Q ~1Q ~~. 3

DAYS LOST IN LAST YEAR)



TABLE 3,

ADOLESCENTS AGED I2-I] ~

~ ADOPTED AFTER INFANCY VS, RAISED BY BOTH ~IQLOGICAL PARENT S

CFf I LD DEVELOPMENT

INDICATOR S

MENTAL HEALTH AND

BE3iAV I OR

ADOPTED RAISED BY

AFTER .BOTH BIO OBSERVED ADJUSTED

INFANCY PARENTS DI FFERENCE ~IFF~ERENCE

(N = ~}] ) {N =3,553) {IN STANDARD DEVIATION

UNITS )

EVER SEEN A PSYCHOLOG I ST ~„~,~ ~~. ~

OR PSYCH IATR I ST {~) 42 0 5~ -~. .3O -1, 2 9

RECEIVED OR NEEDED HELP ~~„~ ~,~, .~

IN LAST YEAR {~) 23~ 3~ - .82 - .8 1

BEHAV I OR PROBLEMS I NDEX ,~,~* ~,~,~.

(""EAN ScaRE) 58 ,6 48 ,4 -1, 02 ~1,1 1

ACAD EMIC PERFCIRMANC E

EVER REPEATED A GRADE #,~ *,~

(9) 30q 12 ~ - , 5fl - , 51

STAND I NG I N CLASS .~,~ .~ .~~, .~

RATING {N1EAN SCORE) 43~1 51,0 - ,]9 - ,8 4

PHYS I CAL ~IEALT H

HEALTH STATU S

RATING {MEAN SCORE) 51,5 50,9 ,07 ,02

SCHOOL ABSENCES DU E

TO ILLNESS (MEAN 2~4 4 ~2 , 25 , 2 1

DAYS LOST iN LAST YEAR)



TABLE 4 ,

ADOLE5CENTS AGED I2-~7 ~

ADOPTED AFTER INFANCY VS, ~ORN ~UT OF WEDLOCK, RAISED BY NiOTHE R

CHILD DEVELOPMENT

INDICATORS

ADOPTED QAISED B Y

AFTER BIOLOGICAL ~aSERVED AD~USTED

INFANCY ~OTHER DI FFERENCE DIFFERENCE

{N = 47 ) {N = 2~1) ~IN STANDARD DEVIATION

~JNITS )

42~ 15~ _ ,95#*# - ,92#* ~

23' 11~
~ ~

- ,53 - ,47

58,6 54,4
~ ~

- ,42 - ,65

MENTAL HEALTH AND

BEHAVIOR

EVER SEEN A PSYCHOLOGIST

OR PSYCHIATRIST {~)

RECEIVED OR NEEDED HEL P

IN LAST YEAR {~)

BEHAVIOR PROBLEMS INDEX

~iiEAN SCORE )

ACAD EMIC PERFORMANCE

EVER REPEATED A GRADE

(~ )

STANDING IN CLASS

RATING ~N1EAN SCORE)

PHYSICAL HEALTN

FIEALTH STATU S

RATING ~MEAN SCORE)

SCHOOL ABSENC~S DUE

TO ILLNESS {MEAN

DAYS LOST IN LAST YEAR)

30~ 26~ - ,2~- - ,32

~~
43,1 47,5 - ,44 - ,67

51,5 45,4 ,61~~ ,26

2,4 6,6 ,4g~ .56*



TABLE 5,

ADOLESCENTS AGED IZ-~7 ~

ADOPTED IN INFANCY VS, ADOPTED AFTER INFANCY

CHILD I}EVELOPMENT

INDICAT OR S

MENTAL HEALTH AND

B E HAVIO R

EVER SEEN A PSYCHOLOGIST

OR PSYCHIATRIST ~~)

RECEIVED OR NEEDED HELP

IN LAST YEAR ~')

BEHAVIOR PROBLEMS INDEX

~i"EAN SCORE )

ACAD EMiC PERFORMANCE

nDOPTE D

ADOPTED AFTER OBSERVED ADJUSTED

IN INFANCY INFANCY DIFFERENCE D I FFE RENC E

~N = 115} ( N ° 47 ) ~IN STANDARD DEVIATIO N

UNI TS )

13 ~ ~2 ~ I ,02*** .49#* #

la~ z3% .~~~ .51#
-

51, 3 58 .6
~~ *

.72
~~ ~

.7 1

EVER REPEATED A GRADE
#** #*(%) 7~ 30~ ,64 ,5 7

STANDING IN CLASS ~, ~,

RAT I NG ~ ~IEAN SCORE ) ~$ , 5 ~3 ~ 1 .~14 ,4 g

PHYSICAL ~EALTH

HEALTH STATUS

RAT I NG ~ MEAN SCORE) 51, 7 51,5 ,02 -,06

SCHOOL ABSENCES DU E

TO ILLNESS ~M~EAN 5,3 Z ,4 - ,~~ - ~3 7

DAYS LOST IN LAST YEAR) ~



TABLE 6 .

WHITE ADOLESCENTS AGED 12-17 :

CHILD DEVELOPMENT AD4PTED ADOPTED RAISED BY
INDICATORS iN INFANCY LATER BIa MOTHER

MENTAL HEALT H
AND BEHAVIO R

EVER SEEN A PSYCHOLOGIS T
DR PSYCHIATRIST (%) 14% 49% 16%

RECEIVED aR NEEDED HEL P
IN LAST YEAR t%) 1I% 27% 15%

ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE

~VER REPEATE D
A GRADE (%) 6% 34% 2$%

ABOVE MIDDLE ,
9F CLASS (%) 43% 25% 290


