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Perceptions of ~pportunity and Adolesceat Fertility :
O~erationalizing Across RacelE~nicity and Social C}as s

Abstract

This paper explores multiple ways of capturing individual perceptions of opportunit y

amang a diverse and contemporary sample of adolescent females . Specif~eal~y we exami.ne: 1 }

which measures besi capture variability in perceptions of opportuuiry across race lethn.ieiCy and

svcial ciass subgrc~ups (including racelethnlcity az~d social cJass interaetion) ; 2) assaciation s

between measures ' of perce ived opportunity ( in eighth grade) and the presence of a first birt h

before age ?0, and; 3) associations between measures of perceived opportuniry and first birt h

across race/~thnieity agd social class subgroups .

Data are taken fr4m the National Educatiop Longitudinal Srudy'of 1988 (NELS :SS), a

longitudinai sample a~ a cohort vf eighth grad~ studen~s interv iewed every turo years berw~een

19$S and 1994 . The study sample consists of 6,313 female eighth graders who have no t

experienced a f~rst birth prior to or wit~in 7 months af the first interview, who have complet e

fertility information at the i994 paae~, and have a completed Base Year Pare~t Survey .

Findings indicate our measures of opgartunity tend ta show greater variability across SE S

subgroups t~an race lethnicity . In particular , a strong l inear relationship be€ween percept ions of

ogportunity amd SES is observed . We also find ~nteractions betwee~a ra~e/ethnicity and SES fo r

certain perceptions measures, particularly expectations for coliege camptetion and certainty o f

completing educational gaals . Ferceptioas ar~ significantly associated with fertiliry by age 20 ,

although nat all measures equally predict across race/ethnicity or social class . Implications for

future methvdological wark and empir i~al studies foc~sing on the ratio~a .l choice theory af ear~y

childbearing are discussed .



Perceptions of Opportucaity and Adolescent Fertil ity :
4g~rational izing Across Race lEthn icity and Socia! Clas s

INTR4DUCTION

Numerous studies argue that d 'uninished econornic appartunities contribute to higher rates

of adalescent childbearing among d isadvan.taged and ethnic rninority youth (Uuncan and

Haffman, 1990; Ogbu, 1979; Wilson, 1987) . Central ta this thesis is that youth behavior is in

i~ge gart a result of assessments t~at teens make about the range af opportunities ~nnd resource s

availabl~ to t~em . That is, teens infer t~ei~ chances of fucure success, and the range of possible

options for the future , from the sociat and economic context in which they live . 7't~ey in tum

~ngage in behaviors that ean be deemed as rational gi~e~ t~e level ~f perceived structura l

apportunity and cvmmuniry resources (rational choice theory af adolescent childbearing) .

Whether this assessment of life options and the link becween behavior is explicitl y

eansc ious or sut~consci4us is ~►ot clear . However , few wauld argue that adolesces~ts systerr~dca .l~ y

consider unemplaymeat rates or ~allege accepi2u~ce ca[es when deeiding upon the risks of havin g

unprot~cted sex . Teens may, nvnetheless, respand in a more comrnon sense fas~ion, specifically ,

noting che behaviors of others arou~d them (i . e . , few stu~ents in my high school go on to col~ege }

and thea act across a se :rzes of belaaviors (e .g ., school perfarmance, sex~aI activity} in accordanc ~

with thos~ observatians .

Studies e~cam;n;ng che "rational choice" hypothesis are based generally on one of tw o

assumpiians . The first assumption i~ that social programs such as Aid to Fatnilies with Dependen t

Children (AFDC) offer fina.ncial incentives fvr early, nonmarital ch i ldbearing . In particular ,

AFDC beneflts provide gains in incame that canr~ot be achieved thraugh regular employmer~t in

1



the mainstream labor market . The second assumption is that structural inequality lirnits the

number of positive alternatives for poor and minority youth, making early childbearing one of fe w

viable life options for sotne papu(ation subgroups .

Empirical evidence in support of either premise remains inconclusive . For instance ,

Lundberg and P~otnick (1994) examined the long terrn {estimated future wages} and short ter m

costs (pregnancy avoidance and abortion) af a premarital birth . They found that the earning s

potential of w~tite and Hispanic women declined if an out-of-wedlock birth oceurred before ag e

19, wh i le the earnings paten~ial for blacks increa sed if a nvn,rnaritat b irth occurred . The authors

conclude the effec€ due to the opportunity cast an fertilin~ decisions for whites and Hispanics wa s

consistent with the "ratianal choice" theory af early childbearing, bue incvnsiscent for blacks .

Duncan and Haffiman (1990) incorporat~i . bvth the effeets of welfare and non-welfar e

economic oppor~unities inm tl~eir assessments of nanmarital teen childbeari .ng. Using the 198 5

cross-year file of the Panel Study for lncorne Dynamics (PSID}, they estimated opportunity cost s

based on the expected income by age ZS af a subsei of wc~men who dic~ not have an AFDC related

out-of-wedlock birth during their teen y'ears . They found net vf background factors, ~FDC

benefits demonstraced a positive, but insignifi~anc effecc an out-of- wediock births . However ,

future economic opportunicies had a statistically negative influence on AFDC related

out-af-wedlock births amon.g black women. They conclude that ttae ineidence of atlolescent

chi3dbearing among blaeks c~uld be reduced, albeit modestly, by improving the economi c

prospects of black teens .

Others have assessed the impact vf iadividual perceptio~s of econamic opporturuty an d

plans far the future on fe ~rtility behavior, but also find conflicting results . Lauritsen (1994} report s
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perceived inabiliry to achieve educatianal goals explains variations in sexual behavior of blac k

females, hut not their white cauntet-~►arts. 5ugland (194G), on the other hand, shaws significan t

impacts of mismatched educational aspiratians and expectations on the transition to f~rst birth fo r

whites, but not black or Hispanic females .

Finally, additiona[ work has examined che irn~act af contextual factors, including

neighborhoad characteristi~s (e .g ., propartion af women employed ~~1 time, proportian Qf adult s

relative to teens, median housing value, level of youth alienation) on the iilcelihood of premarita l

sexual involvement (Brewster, 1994a 1994b i994c ; Brewster et al ., 1993 ; Billy et al ., 1994} .

Such studies show that while community-level factflrs significandy ~nfl~ence early sexual behavior

amang teens, there are clear racial differences in the tevel of impact, and in which rype af

cornm~nity factors influence sexual activity for r~ce subgroups (Bilty, et al ., 199~) .

Tk~e lack of consistency across studies may be due to several reasons, including subtl e

differences in underlying assumptions as well as the empirical frameworks emp~ayerl (e .g ., AFD C

benefit incent ives versus structura] inequalityj . Likewise, cvnflicting results may be a result o f

differences acrass stu~ies in scie~tific methodology . Specifically, studi~s that examine the impac t

of ecoaomic opportunity on early childbearing tend ta differ, often substantially, in terms of th e

cons~ucts used to capture economic opportunities, the range of ineasures used to operationaliz e

economic o~portunity, t}xe c~aracter istics af che study samp4e, as well ,as the fertii~ty vutcomes o f

in[erest . Little work has been dane to replicate the findings of athers, either by asing the same

measures wit~ a different data set, or by ex~~~n~ng the ef#ect on different outcomes, or explar in g

a range of ineasures and holding the sample or outcomes constant .

Furthermore, few studies have examined whieh measures of economic oppartunity ar e
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mvst predictive of adolescent fertility autcomes, and wvhether such measuces equally predic t

adolescent fertility across papulatian subgroups . rndeed, the use af appropriat~ measur es and th e
. : ~ , _ ,,~

consistent use of su~h measures across a Y i~y~u~ieatiftc work is crucial €or ful~y understand in g

the link between econornic oppominities and adolescent childbearing .

This paper ex~lores multiple ways af capturing individual perceptions of opportuniry

among a diverse and contemporary sample of adalescent females . First, we ex~mine whic h

measures best capture variability in perceptions of opportunity across racelethnicity and sacia l

class subgroups (including racelethniciry and 5ocia~ ~lass interaetion) . 4f particular interest is tk~e

extent to which traditional measures of p~rceptions of agpartunity te . g . , educational expectations )

dem~nstrate variabiliry across both race/ethnicity and sacial class relative to other measuaes, or

Whether certa in measures different iate race /e~city subgraups better than social class subgraups

and v ice versa .

Second, we explore associations between measures of perceived opportunity (in eight h

grade) and the presence of a f~rst ~irth before age 20 (by 1994) . Emphasis here is ptacec~ on

dociamenti~g wtuch meas~res of perceptio€~s are significantiy associated with a first birth befar e

age 20 .

Finally, associations between measures of perceived opportunity and first teen birth acros s

race/ethniciry and social class s~~groups are explored . Specifically, we examine whethe r

significant associations identified hold across race/et~anicity and SES and within race7ethnicirylSE S

subgroups (interaction} .

BACKGROUI~iD

Several studies t~ave examinecl the li~l€ between ind ividual perceptio~ .s of siruciural
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oppartunity and adolescent behavior ~Burton et al ., 1994, Farnworth and Leiher, 19$9 ; Hansan ,

1994 ; Lauritsen , 1994 ; Ivianlo~e , Rocnano and Sugland , 1997 ; Mikelson , 1990 ; Sugland , 1996 ) .

However, research tends co focus on a relaCively small set of behavior ouicomes, primaril y

de~inc~u~ncy, educationa] attainment and fert 'tlity, with the bulk of work coming frorn the devianc e

literature . In ~act, mast of the fertility anc# educational attainm~nt studies are based on theorie s

that originaCed in th~ area of }~outh delinquency . The theories prunarily include cultural de viance

madels {Komhauser, 1978 ; hlarini, 1984), and socia~ disorganization theories, particularly strain

theary (Merton, 1938, 1957} and social control theary ~Hirschi . I969), and revisivns c~f classic

strain theory (Agnew and White, 1992 ; Farnworth and Leiber, ~989} . Speciticaliy, cultural

deviance assumes there are distinct subcultures in so~iety, and t~at differences it~ particula r

behaviors are a result of differences in norms about [hose be~iaviors across subculmral groups .

Social control theory presumes that deviance results from the tack of bo~ds [o conventivnal

society, while svain theory argues that deviance is the result of varying pressures ~or strains) t o

co~form to socia~ norn~s when there as insufficient mea.ns available ta ael~ieve sueh nQrmativ e

behavior .

As the purpose of this study is ta examine ways to measure gercep~ic~ns of vpportuniry, a

full discussion of these theories beyond that described above wi31 not be provideci here . However ,

theoretical work on delinquency offers importa~t examples of haw to cagture teens' perceptions ,

and form the basis of much of the work in this area . Thus, it i s important to note, al~►eiE briefiy ,

the kinds o# measures used to cap~ur~ youth ~erceptions of opporFUniry within the devianc e

literature .

Speci~ically, studies assessing perceptions based an the notion of sacia! evntrol, cend to
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include measures that c3ocument one's belief in social values and cammitment to those values . For

instance, authors wiil use quesEions that tap beliefs about marriage and family as proxies fo r

beliefs in traditional ~alues and commitment ta social norms (McGee, 1992), or dacument th e

stret~gth of attachment to parents, peers and other sociai institutioas st~ch as school (Agnew an d

VVhite , 1992 ; Segrave and Hastad , 1985) . Conversely , 5tudies wi11 examine the strength vf ties

to non-conventional valnes ar the rejection vf middle class values (Cohen, 1955) .

Work employ ing stra in thevey, on the other hand , generally a5sesses the impact of strain

on youth hehav ior usi.ng a discrepancy score measured as the difference between educat iona l

aspiratior~s and educat~onal expeetations (Burton et al ., 19~34 ; Farnwoc~h and Lei~ier, I9$9) . A~s o

emgloyed is th~ relative comparison of educational, oecupatianal ar monetary desires and availabl e

means to aehieve those ~eslr~s, s~ch as the desire for a high payi~g job, accompanied by lo w

educativnal or ac~upational expeetations (Farnworth and Leiber, 1989) .

Fina[ly, studies als~ emplay status attainment models (Sewell, Haller and Pvrtes, 19b9 ;

Sewelt, Haller and Ohlendarf, 197Q) to examine perceptions and youth outcames, ~articularl y

edaca[ional and oc~upational attainmeat (Kerekhoff, 1976 ; Marini and Greenberger, 1978 ;

Hanson, 1994} . Educatianal expectations and aspirations, or occupatianal aspi~ations au d

expectations serve as the basis for measuring pereeption$ of opparttiniry in these studies .

In the nexi section nf the paper, we docurnent the ways gerceptions have been measure d

in studies af ferti~ity and educational attai~ment . We fQCUS only on those stvdies that explicirly

measure individual perceptions . Wor~t that addresses contextual faciors or financial inc~ntive s

from social prvgrams, which presume inferen~es ahout opportunity, are not discussed. In

addition, we do not critique the validity af spe~i~c rneasures of perce~tions, ar whetl~er certai~ ~
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approaches are more predictive of cectain behavior outcames than others . Raiher, we report

possible ways to capture individual perceptions, the assaciation of specific measures with certai n

outcomes, and the extent to which subgroup differences (racelethnicity ar social class) have bee~

observed .

Strategies,far Measuring Ferrepiions of Upportunit y

Studies exploring youth perceptions employ several different measures af youth perceQtion s

ranging from individual questions pertaining to aspirations or desires for the future, to summary

measures comparing desires for the future reiative to how certain ane is about ach ieving h is /her

plans. Strategies differ somewhat given ~he outcome a€ interest, and the th~oretical framework

employed . Yet , we find a great deal of o~ 'er lap and cons isiency acros s the studies we reviev~~ed .

Beginning with studies focusing on adolescent fertiliCy, L,awitsen ( I994) exami .n.es [he lin k

between soc ial cantrol theary and strain theory ~nd sexuai activiry among ~ male and femai e

adolesCents . Based on data take~ from the National Youth Survey' she uses educationa l

aspirations and expectations as a rneasure oF comrnitment to social norms (social control theory) ,

atong with the le~ei of aitachment to one's family, involverr~ent with schoot and peers, and az~e' s

beliefs in con~entional va~ues such as ma arr iage and children . Strain was captured a s the

discrepancy between aspirations and expectations . Specifically, responses were coded [o

distinguish adolescents who exgected educationai disapgointment (t~ose who thanght c~llege wa s

very or fairly imparta~t ; but thought their ct~ances of attendir~g were fair or poor) from

''Ifie National Yourh 5urvey (NYS} is a longitudina! survey of 1,175 youth ages 11 to 17, designed to ~
collect inforxnation on the incidence and prevaleace of adolescent drug use and delinqueney (Elliott, Huizinsa and

Ageton, I985} . Data were gathered in tliree waves benveen 1976 and 1978 .
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ado[escents who anticipated tbey would reach their desired educatianai goals .

Net af farz~ily structure and neighbarhou~ context, Lauritsen finds that among all females ,

both educational cammitment (aspirations and expeCtations} and educationai disappaintment are

significant~y related to engag ing in sexual ineercourse : 5ubgraup analyses by race indicate

educational commitment is faund to significantly preciict intercourse among white females, wbil e

educationa] disappointment ~stra i n) is shown to be a s ign .ificant pre~ciietor of sexual intercourse fo r

blaek females . Arn4ng adolescent males, educatianal cornmitment is found to pr~dict sexua l

activin~ among white males, but neither commitxnent nt~r strain demonstrates a si~niFicant impac t

an the sexua] behaviot of blacts adolescent males .

Similazly, Sugland (1996) examin .es perceptions of apportuniry and adolescent ctuldbear ing

employing a measure of educa~ ional d isparity as a proxy for strain . E~ucational d isparity is

defined as the mathematical difference between twp concinuous measures, educational aspiration s

and edu~tional expectations . A wide dispariry (edueational aspirations five or more years

greater than expectations} is ~sed to predict the transition to first birth net of background ,

educational progress and fertility related cha .racteristics (e .g . , age at first sex) . Using data from

the Natianal Longitudinal Survey of Youth, s~ie finds that educational d~sparity si ,gnificantly

predicts the transition to a birth during ad~lescence for white female respondents, but has n o

significant effect vn fertiliry far black or Hispanic females . No assessments ,_ of educationa i

disparity by gender were conducced

Perceptions of opportuniry aud educational attain~neat among youth have also bee n

exarnin~ci . Specifically , Hanso~ (199~) explores the link between i~d 'svidual perceptiaas and the

notion of "lost talent , " or the extent to wh ich adc~lescents do not live up to their f~ .ll academic
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potentiaf . Employing a status attainment model, Hansor~ examines the relacionship between early

educational expectations and later achievement . She presumes, along with others (Kerckhoff,

1976 ; Bourdieu, 1973) that expectaiio~s are based on knvwledge of the real world . Although

e~eryone wants ta succeed, one's expectations of doing so are tempered by their experiences (e .g . ,

successes and failures) and [he experiences af others araund them . This 'ts particularly true of

disadvantaged youtta and youth af color . ~

Using daca from a sample af talenced students (with high standardized mathematics and

reading tests and high educati4nal ~xpectatio~s or aspirations} in Hi~h School and Bey'ond,

Hanson measures "lost ralent" three different ways : 1) educatiunal expectations that fall shart af

educatianal aspirations (mismatched aspirations and expecta~ions} ; 2) educatianal expectations that

d'uninish over time (reduce~ expectations), and; 3) educatianal attainment that is ~ower than initial

educatianal desires (unreal~zed expectatians). Ivlultavariate modets also controi for a range o f

family characteristics {e . g . , parenEal educatio~ and parental expecta€ions} and in~ivid~ral

ehazacteristics (e .g., locus of control, fertiliry arid maniage intentions, and school performa~re) .

After controlling for background and individual characteristics, she fin~ls sigruficant differences

by race (white and nonwhite) and SES (quartiles) . In the total sample, whites are significantly

more likely than nonwhites to experience reduced or unrealixed educational expectations> after

controlling for other factors . In the tota~ sample, lower SES is associated with greater levets of

mismatched aspirations aud expectatio~s, after controlling for ather factors . In the sub~roup

analyses, Hanson found that amang low SE5 student~ (but not high SES students), heing white

is assc~ciated with reduced educational expectatians, and among whites (but not amang czonwhites )

lawer SE5 is associated with mismatched aspirations and expectations .
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Hanson comments that her choice of a"talented" sample which include~ fewer minoritie s

and higher SES students may have caused selectioa effects that iafluenced her results . Thus, her

resuits show that nonwhices who s~awed high early expectations were less likely to hav e

unrealized ur reduced expectations . Lower SES youth wl~o had higb asp irat ior~s were less likely

to also have h igh expectations . "

in a survey of high schoot seniors in eight public high schools in the Los Angeles area ,

Mikelson (1994) exanuned the re~ationship between abstract atticudes (based on be~iefs abou t

edu~tion and opportunity) and cancrete attitud~s (based an the expected returns to education fro m

the opportuniry structure ) . She conctudec~ that indi v iduals hotd dua] belief systems thac re~lec t

both abstract values about saciety as well as practical levels of experience . Mikelson faund no

class differences in abstract attitudes and that Blacks had even mare positive abstraet attitudes tha n

whites . Bfacks, however, had more negaCive concrete attitudes thau whiies, and working clas s

students had more negative concrete attitud~s than middle class students : Mikelson regressed

grades on attitudes and other bacl~ground factors . After cantrollina for other factors, she faun d

that abstract attitudes had no effect on grades, while concrete beliefs had a signifieant positive

effect on high schoal grades . The most powerful preciictor of grades in the full models w ~ as race

(blacks had lawer grades than whites) .

DATA AND METHODOI.OGY

Data and Study Sample

Data

Data are taken from the Na.tional E~~catian Longitudinal Study of 1988 (NELS :8$) .
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~+fELS :88 is the third in a series of longitudinal sh~dies eonducted by the National Center fo r

Education Statistics . It is a langitudinal study of some 2S,U00 eighth graders across the nation an d

pro~ides tread data about the critical transitions experienced by young peop~e as they develop ,

complete school, and transition ta a~lulthood (National Center far Educatinn Statistics, 1993) .

NELS :88 grovides new information on schaol policies, teacher practices, family involvement, an d

student tife goals and expectations and t~vw these factors affect scudent educational outcomes . The

data set captures a wide raxage of informati€~n including background and personal characteristi~s ,

perceptions and atti~des about future educational and accupational activities , and the context o f

famiiy and school [ife . Data also include a set of questions on the fertility status ~f the eighth

grade cohort over time, and a fallow-up of stad .ents who dropped out of school after the eig; h~h

grade interview and subsequent interview y .ears .

5tudents vvere interviewed every two year s beg inning in 1988 through 1994 . Thus ,

information is available wl~en respondents were in the eighth, tenth, and twelfth grades, and two

years past secandary sc~ool .

In additio~ to responses &am the student, NELS :S$ includes information from the

siudent's parent, (Parent Questionnaire), a School Ad~ninistratar (Schoal Questionaaire), and th e

~tuden.t 's teacher (Teacher Survey) . Youth who dropped out after the 198$ base year were als o

interviewed in 1990 and 1992 to document reasons for dropping out of school, i~valvement i n
,

sgecial school pragrams, psyc~osocial assessments regarding locus af cantrol, and participatio n

in high risk behaviors (i .e ., use af alcohol and drugs) .

Samnle

~ur sample for this study coca~ists of female ado~escents identified at the base year t1988) ,
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who : a) did not experience a fust birth pr ior ta or w i th in seven manchs af the init ial interview ;

b) who vsrere present in all waves of NELS : 88 ; c) who had com~Iet~ fertil ity information by the

3rd fc~liow-up, and ; d) had a completed Parent Survey at the base year . A total of 6,313 white ,

Non-Hispanic, Black, Non-Hispanic, Hispanic, and Asian fema~es rneet these sampl e

specifications and Form the basis af the analyses descrihed in this paper . Women w~re followed

from 1988 through 1~94, ar until they were between 19 and 20 y~ears of age . Measures of

bac~graund characteristics, social class, at ►d perceptions of apporruniry are taken from the base

yeaa' (19883 and ~sed to examine associations with a first teenage b irnc ~hraugh 1994 (3rd fallow-

up) .

Methodology

In tl~is study the primary autcome of interest is the presence of a f~rst teen birth (befor e

age 20) by the end of the study period. Fertiliry as of 1994 is determined through fertility

iafamiation from the first and seco~d foIlow-ups, along with retrospective fertility historie s

obtained in the 1994 wave . Independent variabies are taken from the base year of NELS :88

(1988) aud i .raclude backgraund characteristics, particularly soc ial clas s . and i.ndividual perceptigns

_ vf o~port~nity . Sc~cial class is determined by a range af backgr~und me asures including parenta l

education, occupat ion, employment and family income . A more detailec~ description is ~rov ided

in the next section . Chi-square and ana~yses o~ ~ariance are used to assess the variability o f

different measures of perceptions across racelethnicity and social class subgroups, and the

relatianship of percegtions witi~ adolescent fertility . Where appropriate, CATMOD and GLM z

~ CATMOD is a SAS procedure for categorica! dai2 madeling t hat ~as used to provide analyses of
variance for categarica! response variables . GLM is a 5AS procedure rhat w °as used to provide analyses of

variance for continuous response variab les in the presence of unbalanced data . '
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are used to assess the variability of different measures of perceptions across racelethnicit y

subgroups and co examine race/ethnicity aad social ciass interactions in distributions o f

perceptians .

Independent Yariables

~ackgraund Gharacteristics

SCudies indicate numerous backgrnund cha .racter istics aze s ignificantly associated with an

early birth , and with perceptions of opportunity {Hanson, 199~ ; Maz~l.o~e, 199& ; Moore, Miller ,

Gtei, & Mo~-rison, 1995) . We identified a key subset of these chara~teristies to heip us describ e

the study samp~e and to deveiop aur measure of sacial class . Background charaeteristic s include :

family compositian, €amily income, and paxental eciucation, employment, and occupation . All

baekground eharacteristics are based on th~ Parent Survey, administered to the parentlguardia n

in the base year and praviding information abaut both the parentlguardia.n and the

parentlguard ian's spousefparmer . To ~~n imia_e t~e amount of missing data, we used the student' s

response to questions about their parents' educatiQn and occupation (from the Base Year Studen t

Survey} as a proxy when the parez~~lguardian respo~se from the Par~nt 5urvey was missing . 3

Fami ty Gomposirion

This measure indicates who lives with the female respondent at rh~ time of the bas e

intecview . The vaziable is based an the pare~tt'slguardia .n's response to two questiot~s an the

,

' While proxy data, particularly a child's assessment of his/tser parent's charactexistics, is less r~,an

opCimal, there was relacively lirEle missusg information plugged ( 0 .25 percent) for parental education or parent'S
spouselparEner's education, and less than 1~ percenc for parentlguardian's occupacion or parent's spouse/parmer's

occupation . However, the Student Survey did not include comparable quesrioas far either fam.ily incorne or

employinent statt►s . Thus, cases with missing family 'sncome ac rnissing employment status were lef[ as rnissing .

The percent miss'tng on family income (3 .7 percent) and on the current employment scatus af [he parent/guazdian
or parent's spouse/par~er ( .04 ~percent) was also modest .
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Parent Survey regazding the adult respvndent's relationship to the child, and the adult tespondent' s

spouselpartner's relatianship ta the child . It is cc~ded to reflect a two parent family (inc~udin g

biological, step and adoptive parents),° a sing~e parent {male vr fema]e headed),5 and other adul t

reiati~re/non-rela[ive ~aouseholds .

Farnily Socioecanomic Status

A measure of family SE5 was created, based on four variables : ~) highest parenta l

ed~cation ; 2} highest parental accupation; 3) pa~ent's ~mployment status ; and 4) family income .

Highesr Parental Education . Parent's educatifln captures the highest level af education

attained by the respondent's par~nt(s} . If the teen li~ed in a single garent family, this measure wa s

coded to r~flect the highest grade the teen's parentlgua~rdian completed . For tw o parent #amilies ,

parenta] education reflects the educational attainment o~ the most educated parent . Parental

education is collapsed into faur categories -- less than high school, hi,gh school, some college, an d

college or more .

Highest Parental4ccupation. The measure for pareutal occupation reflects the highes t

parental occupation . Highest parentai occupation was created by assigning Duncan S£I values tc ~

each occupativn . .For two-parent fami~ies, ~his measure reflecu the occupational level of th e

pare~t Lvith the highest SEI code . For singte parent families, the value reflects that parent' s

occupationa! value .

Parental Emptoyment Starus . We created a measure to refl~t wh~ther at least ane parent

' For two-parent fanvlies, the prirnary respon dent was a mather, stepmoth~r, father, or step father . The

spouse/partner could be a mott~er, ste~mother, father, or siepfather, or els~ a female or m31e guardian .

S For a sing[e-parent family, ttae primary respn~deut was a rr~athec, stepmcather, fat3~et, or step fattter .
The respondent reported °no other parent or guardian" living in the hausehold .
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was employed full-time . Full-time employment is defined in NEL5 :88 as working 35 hours or

more in the past week .

Annual Family Income . The family income variab~e used for these ana]yses was created

by NCES with information taken directly from the parent questionnaire . This measure reflects [he

total family income from all sources during 1987 .

We created an overall measure of family socioeconomic status based on the aboti -e four

parent wariables (highest parental education and occupation, employment status, and famil y

inc~me). Each variable was standardized and used to create an overall SES rneasure . ~'e dr~ppe d

from our sample apprvximately f .1 percent of tt~e students with missing data on two or more o f

these mea5ures . The final continuaus 5ES measure was also staridard ~zed around a mean of zer a

and a standarck devia[ion of one . SES quartiles were created, based on the SE~ values for ~lie ful i

panel sample .

Perce tions of uca ia aI ni

Educationat ~zpecrarions

The measure is hased on teens' responses to the question, "How far in schooi do you thin k

you wi11 get?"6 For the purposes of our analyses, ed~catiot~al expectations were collapsed int o

three dichotomous measures . Th~ first m~asure -- expects ro cornplete high school -- is coded to

reflect responde~ts who r~gorted tt~ey ex~ected ta complete high school or compiete a ie~~el o f

education beyond high schoal . That is, respondents either expect to receive vocational train.tng

b Teens were asked to select Qne of the following response categories : a} "won't fiaish high scbool' , b)

"wil] finish high schoot°, c) "vocational, vade or business school after high school", d) "wili attend college", e)

"will f~nish college" or e) "h igher school af[er college" .
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after high scbaol, to attend college, to complete college, or receive a graduate ar professiona l

level degree ~see foornote helow) . Thus, we presume that respondents interpreted this questio n

ta mean, "what is the highest level of educatian that you think you will complete," and therefore ,

assume tlzat teens who be~ieve they will complete a tevel of educatior~ beyand high school aiso

believe they will finish high school .

T~e secon~ meas~re drstingciishes teens who expect to attend co llege ~~ersus teens who do

not expect to go to coliege . Respondents w~a specifically report "attend college" and teens wh o

report they. "expect to complete college" or "~o beyond college " are coded as expect ing to a[ tend

college .

The third measure captures the extent to which respondents expect to complete college .

Respondent~ who repon they expect to eom~lete college or gv beyond college are given a valu e

af "1" . All other responses are coded as "0 . "

Certainry of Achieuing Educatioruzl Expecrations

The n. ext set of rr~ea sures captures haw certain a teen is about achieving the level o f

education they expect to achieve . Thus, in answering this questian, we presume the teen takes int a

consideratiou tlie feasibiliry of ach iev ing her educational desires . In pan~cular, it is assumed that

how certain a teen is about achieving her expected 3evet of education would be determined, i n

part, by th~ young woman's perception of her own capabilities as well as her perceptions about

the level of opportun ities and resources avai . labde to her to facilitate goal achievement .

Our measures regarding certainty vf educational achievement are based on the teen' s

response ta two questions : 1) "Hotiv sure a~e you that you wil( graduate frorn high schoal? " , and
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2) "How sure are you that you will go on for further education after you leave high schoal? "

Response categories for these two questions range from "very sure rvill" to "very sure won't °

graduate /go beyond ~igh school .' We created three "certainty" measures based on teer~s '

responses to t~ese two questions . Cenainry of completing high ~chool is a dichatomous variable

designed to diatinguish students who are very sure they would complete high school from theix

co~terparts who a .re not very sure about completing high school . Similarly, certaittty of going

beyond high school is c,nded ta differentiate respondents who are very sure they will recei~e post-

secondary educatianltraining from respvndents who are nat uery suxe about achieving educatia n

beyond high school . 'Fl~e third measure caprures certainty of educazional achievement, irrespectiv e

of the ar~ ►ount af education expected .

Stahility af ~rpectations Over Time

As perceptions of opportuniry reflect one's persanal experiences and the experiences o f

athers within the ir own env i~ronment, it is poss ible that as youe~i encaunter mare and different

experiences, perceptions may change tv reflect those additional life events . This may be

especially tri .~e of adolescents as tl~ey are at a p ivotal stage of development . Indeed, studi~s o f

occupational, career a~pirations anc~ mob3lity arienta[ians of youth document changes within an d

across cohorts in occupational goals and achievement ~esues (Jacabs, 1989 ; Diliard and Perrin ,

I980 ; Regan and Roland, 19$2) .

wan ' t .

To assess the impact of changes in perceptions over tune, we develaped a rneasure of th e

' Specific respo .nse c2tegories include : a) very sure will, b) probabiy will, c} prabably won't, d) very sur e
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sEability of educatianal expectations between the base year and first foflow-up .° This measure is

coded to indicate whether perceptions increased, decreased, or r~mained the same over that two-

year period .

Occupational Expectatians

5tudents responded in the base year ta the question, "What 3cind vf wc~rk do you expec t

to be daing when you a . re 30 y~ars ~ld?" For ~nalysis purposes, we collapsed this question i~to

three rneasures . The first measure -- expects a prafessional occupatiort -- is coded to measure

students who reported that they expected an occupatian i~n sc ience /en~ineer ing, or a

prafessionallbusinesslmanagerial occupacion, or to be a business owner . The 5econd measure --

rr~inirnurn education required for desired occupation -- is based on a ceasus definition of min.imu m

education re~ommended for the rnajority o€ occupations listed in each category . 9 This variable

l~as four categaries, ranging froin less tha~ high school tv a college degree or higher . The third

variable -- needs a bachelor's degree for occupational expectarion -- ~neasures zhose stuc~ents wha

chose an occupation that reyu ires a minimum of a college degree .

Educattonal Expectations Insuf,ficient for D~cupational Frpecrations

The next variable captures whe[hec students had educational expectations that macched thei r

occupational expectat iaris . Based an the measure of minimum education required -to ach ieve

~ As the presence flf a birth cduld cause one to change their perceptions of opportuniry, all bivariate
analyses nsing t~e stability of expectatians measure exclude those females w}~o experieaced a birth benveea the
base yeaz and first follow-up .

' For example, the eategory uf "Professional, Business or Manageria!'" ca~taias se~~eral accupatioBS,

ranging from a restaurant manager to a prafessar . The majoriry of these oceupauons require or recammend a
Bachelor's degree or higher, so this ca[egory was eoded as requiring a co~lege degre~ .

Those studenu who reported "other,° "not workiag," or "don't know" for accu~ational expectadon were
coded as missing for this variabie .
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occupatioc~l expectations and the me~sure of educational exp~ctatioas, we created a measure fo r

studet~ts wh~ repar~ed edurationat expectativns that did not meet the rninimum required fc~r thei r

occupational expectations .

FTNUINGS

Description of Study Sampie

Table 1 shows the background characteristics (measured ~s•he ❑ ~he students were in eighth

grade) and fertiliry characteristics (measured at the third follow-up) ~f the study sample

(N=f,313) . Our sample cansists primarily of white, non-Hispani~ females (73 percent ,

n=4,324}, but also incluc~es ample numbers nf black, non-Hispanic (12 percent, n=673) ,

Hispanic (1~ percent, ❑ =813) and Asian {3 .4 percent, n=42~) respondents to allow for subgrou p

analyses .

~n general , respoadents come from moderately advantaged bac~Cgraunds . The major ity of

gu-~s (8~ percent) li~e in a two-pare~t family, 43 percent have at least vne parent who has been

to college, and sligbtly more tiian ~ /4 have at ~east one ~arent with a college or professiona l

degree. Eighty-eight percent liwe in a household wh~r~ at least one parent is err~gioyed fu~l-time ,

and 42 percent come from fanoilies where the annual family income is equal ta or above $35,{)40 .

As for fertil~ty outcomes, we find that 17 percent of our responden#s have had a first bi rt h

by the thud foilow-up, with 45 percent of those births occurring by age 17 .

I ~asert . Table 1 Here
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Tables 2 and 3 shaw backgrot€nd and fert ility character istics by race lethnicity and socia!

class . Despite the moderately advantaged background overall, we find differences in backgroun d

ancf fert~lity characterist ics by raCelethni c ity and SFS in the expected directian . In particulax , we

f'tnd a sma[ler proportian of biacks than ezther wttites, Hispanics or Asians come from t wo pare~ t

famities, ancf a smaller progortian of blacks and Hispanics have at least one parent with a colleg e

or professinnal degree (Tabie 2) . Tn additioa, blac~c and Hispanic females dispraportionately com e

from low ir~come fainilies . Tn fact, more than half of all bla~ks (57 percent) and half of Hispanic s

l ive iz~ famil ies where the annuai fam ily income is less than ~20,Q00, compared w~ ith rough]y 20

percen~ of whice and Asia~ respondents .

Early matherhood is also more prevalent among ~lack and Hispanic girls . Nearly 1!4 of

Hispanics and nearly 1 /3 of blacks repor~ ei~in .g birth by age 20 relative to 14 ~er~erat Qf white s

and oniy 4 percent of Asians 10 . T~en births among these two subgraups also occur at earlier age s

than births to whites and Asians . Roughly 1/3 of black teen mathers a.~d 1/4 of Hispanic teen

mothers have gi~ven birth by age 16 .

Insert Tabie 2 Here

Distributions of backgrou~d and fertility c~aracteristics by social class also are in a

directian consistent vvitla previous research (Table 3), Females from the Iowest sacial c~as s

1QBecause the number of births among Asians is small, this subgroup is excluded fram bivariate analyses
af perceptions and fertility status,
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disproportionate[y lir+e in a single parent family (36 percent), and have pazent(s} wh4se highes t

level of educa.tion is Less than h igh s~haol (40 percent} . They are also less likely to have at leas t

one full- t ime emplayed parent (56 percent) . Roughly 31 perc~nt of girls from the lowest SE S

gxoup have give~ birth by age 2Q, a propvrtion that is i .6 times that of g'v!s in the next highest

SES bracket, and nearly nine times that of girls in the highest social class ~ategory . More than

1/4 af births tv very low SES girls occurred by age 16 .

Insert Table 3

Th~ following Tables (4-14) present staristical differences in p~rceptions, using chi-squar e

tests . In our discussio~ of specific raciallethnic differences or of int~ractions betwee n

racele~hnicity and SES, we report only significant differe~ces between specific raciatlethnic

groups and hetween specifc SES groups, based or~ CATM~D and GLM analyses .

Perceptions af Opportunity by Ra~e/Ethniciry

Fducational Onnornin~

Give;a the strong raciallethnic and soc ial class distinctions i.n i~ackground characteristics

o~ our study sarnple, we examine perceptions of opportunity a~d the extent to whic~ notians a f

life ogtions may be associated with race and social class subgroups . Table 4 shaws perceptio~ s

af eciuc~iional oppvrtun.ity by racelethnicity . V~e find that overall, eighth grade girls have fairl y
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high educational goa~s . Virtually all girls, irrespective of race/ethnicity expect to finish hig h

school (roughly 99 percent), a~d even a substantial proportion expect to go to college (8 1

percent) . As ians are most likely (93 percent) a~ad Hispanics ieast likely (74 percent) tp expect to

attend college . However, girls are not as confident about reaching their educatiot~al goals, a s

approxunately 213 state they are very sure they will achieve their expected level of educatiou .

Insert Table 4 Her e

Differences 6y racefethniciry bec~me more striking for expectations to comglete ~olleg e

and certainty about completing educati4nal goals . Table 4 shows that there are significan t

racial/etlu~ic differences i.n. tt~e percentage of students expec€ing ta complete cvllege, b~sed on chi-

square analyses . Additional CATMOD analyses (not presented in tables~ show specifi c

racial /ethruc differences . For instance , Asians (75 percent) and whites (70 percent) are mor e

likely than either btacks or Hispanics to expect a college degree (6b percent and 57 percent

respe~tively) . However, bia~ks are as certain as Asians about attending college (73 p~rcent), and

are more certain than either whites (65 percent) or Hispanics (48 percent) about securing post-

secondary educac~an . Canvers~iy, Hispanics are the least certain af all race/ethnicity subgrQUps

about reaching their educatiana3 goats . A little more than half af H ispan ics (52 percent) report

being very sure of achieving their educationa~ goaSs, campared with 72 percent af blaCks, an d

roughly 2/3 of whites and Asians .

Finally, race/et~iniciEy appears to be associated witt~ the stability in educational expectatian s
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over time. In particular, Asian and w~ite girls are most likeiy to maintain the same educational

goals betweea 8th ar~d lOth grade (62 per~ent axari SQ percent, respe~tively), whale a highe r

proportion af black females report fluctuations in educational goais . Some 60 percent ind icate a

change in their educational plans between base year and first follow-up .

~ecu~ational f?p.po~

As wit~i educatianal plans, gir15 b.ave fauly high ambitions wirh respect tv their furure .

occupational plans (Table S) . Rough9y haI€ of all gir~s expect to be working in some rype o f

professional accapatian=~ . This groportivn is co~sistently high a~ross all racial/eituvc subgroups ,

altho~gh Asians and blacks are somewhat more li~eiy than whites and Hispanics to expect ta t~ e

working in a professional field at age 30 .

Given the number of women expec€ing professi~nal jabs, we determined that most girl s

will need a minirnum of a college degree to secure the type of professional occupation they expect .

Asians are most likely (76 percent} and Hispanics least likely (58 percent) to expect an occupatio n

that requires a bache~or'S degree . Yet, Asians and Hispaaics may be a bit more unrealistic tha n

either whites or h3aclc~ abaut what may be required far the ki~d of oc~upations they desire . ~e

find that 16 percent and I7 gercent of Asians and Hispanics resp~ctiuely expect a level af

ec~ucatian tt~at is less than the min.imwn required for the type of occupation they expect , relative

ta roughly ~0 percent and 12 percent of whites and blacks respectiwely .

"Professional occupation includes jobs eategorized as : prvfessionallrnanageria2, scienc~le~gineering, and
proprietor .
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Insert Table 5 Here

Perceptions of apponuniry by Social Class

Educational O~~O ,tlu~lity

Variability in ~erceptians of educational ogpartunity also emecge acrass social clas s

subgroups, as indicat~d ~y Tables 6 . In fact. we find a stron~ linear relationship betwee n

perceptians of opportunity and social class, garticularl~ - whe~ pc~st-secondary educatian plans and

certa~nty of cvmpleting eciucasional plans are co~sidered . How~ever, there are a few measure s

wl~ere the eo~trast is particularly striking for oz~e SES group (usually the highest or lowest)

relative ta all ot~iez social c lass groups .

I~ Table b we fin~ that girls from the lowest SES grQUps are significantly less likely than

Lugher S~S girls to expect a coll~ge edu~ation, in particular, a coilege degree . W~ find that 54

percent of girls from the lowest social class and 76 percent of girls from t~e secon~ lowes~ socia t

class expect to go to cc~llege . Propartions among tt~e tw•o higY~est SES groups are betwee~ 9Q arz ~

97 percent . Similarly, less than half of all girls from t~e Lowest social class and just 60 percen t

of girls from the second lorvest SES group expect to complete college relative to more than 7 7

percent and 91 percent of secand highest 5ES ar~d high~st SES girls .

In addition, lower SES respondents are less certain that higher SES girls about achieving

their ~ducational plar~, although differences are quite markecf even between girls in the tw o

highest social. class subgroups . For instance, only 47 perceut of girls from the lowest SES quart il e
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and 57 percent of gir~s from the second lowest SES quartile repart they are very sure of goin g

beyond high school . This proportion reaches 69 percen~ among gizls from the second highest SE S

group, but is as h igh as Sb among g i .rls from the highest social class .

Likewise, very high S~S g~rls s~ow the most stability in educatia~al expectations over

time. We find that 61 ~ercent of girls from the higk~est SES group report tl~e sarne expectation s

for schoal between Sth and IOth grade . Between 43 and 49 ~ercent af girls ~rom the other SE S

groups regort no c~ange in their educational pla~s .

Insert Table b Here

Occu~atianal Opportunitv

In Table 7 we greseut distributiQns of perceptions of ~ccupational oppottunity by socia l

class . The laneaz relat ia~.ship observed with educationa] expectations also emerg~s ~ .n this table .

Specifically, the prvportion of girls expecting to worie in a professio~al occugation by age 3 4

consistently increases as social class increases, going from 36 percent among girls in the lowes t

saciai class t~ 60 percent among giris in the highest social ciass .

Also, we find that the proportion of guls who will need a minirnum of a coilege degre e

to secure theix desired professio~al job increases across social class . About ha~f of very low SE S

girls will, at a ttunimwn, ueed a college degree to gain emplayment in their chosen professiona l

career, versus 80 percent of girls from the ~ig~est social ~.lass group .

In additio~, lower 5ES girls appear less lmawledgeable about the requirernents for speeifi c
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occupat ions . We find tltat 17 perce~t of girls from the two lower SES groups exgect a le vel of

educatian Ehat is insufficieat for their occupatianal plans . This proportion is twice that of girl s

from the second higlzest social class and nearly five times that of girls fram the l~ighest SE S

subgroup .

insert Table 7 Here

Perceptions af Oppor~unity by SociQi Class and RacelEthnicity

Educational ~~,Fortunitv

Gi~en the str~ng linear relationship between social class and perceptions of opportunity ,

we examine whether this associat ion holds for all rac iallethnic subgroup s, However , before

discussing this uext set of findings, we remind the reader [hat race/er.hnic subgroups are not evenl y

distributed across SFS categories, as mentioned in the descriptian of the study sample (Table 2) .

Specificaliy, blacks and Hispanics are dispraportionately in the lvwest SES group, and Asians

disproportionatety in the ~ighest SES group, l~ading to diminished weighted sample sizes within

specific S~S subgroups for certain racial/ethnic respondents . Therefore, any interpretativns draw n

from associations of race and SES with perceptions are done with caution .

Having noted tt~e caveats regarding our assessment af race and SES interactions, w e

discuss data on educational perceptions by sociai ~tass for eact~ raciaVethnic subgroup shown i n

Tables S t~i'ough 11 . In particular, two key findings emerge from these analyses. First, ther~ is

generally a significant relationship between SE,S and perceptions across ra~e /ethn.ieiry, although
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a tinear relationship is anly found consistently for white femates (Tabie S) . A linear pattern als o

emerges €ar most measures among Hispanic girls (Table 9) . Among blacks aad Asians (Table s

1Q and 11), we stilT find a signifieant association between SES ar ;d most measures of educationa3

and occupational expec~ations, even ~Iiough t~o con~istent pattern in that association acrass SES

emerges . Furthemaure, rneasuces af educational stabil iry, and expectations for higl~ schoo l

tHispanics), and expectations for college and certainty 4f completing high schoot (Asians), fai ]

to demonstrate a significant relationship with SES .

Insert Table $ Here

Among white females (in Table S), we see a signifi~ant linear association between SES and

perceptians of educativnal and occupativnal opportunity . That is . generaliy as SE5 increases ,

expectations i~crease Qr shift in the expected direction . This relationship is especially clear for

expectations fgr a college degree, v~r~ere t~e propanian expecting to complete ~ .ollege goes fro m

43 percent for ~ery law SES girls to a high af 91 percent for ver~~ high SES girls . This pattern

is also striking far our measure of certainry of post-secondary educacion . Roughly 40 percent o f

girls from the lowest SES subgroup state they are very sure rhey r~°ill go beyond high s chool, an d

this proportion increases gradually to a high of S6 percent among girls from the 6ighest SE5

group .

In Table 9, we examine the association of SES and expectations for Hispanic fernales . In

particulaz, we find a linear association between social c~ass and virtuaily al] of the measures o f

expectations . The pattern is striking for expectatioQS ta comple[e college, (48 percent to 9 3
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percent across fow to high SFS) and certaiary of goal comptetian (43 ger~ent to 75 percent acrvs s

SES) .

The ex~eption in this pattern includes stability in expectatioas over time, where no significan t

relatianship betweea this measure and SES for Hispanics is observed .

Insett Tabie 9

In Table 1Q, ~•e examine the relation5hip of SES and expectatians among black fernales .

We r~Qte that only three af our measures of educational opportunity show a linear relationshi p

acrass SES for black girls . These measures include expectations for high scbaol, and expectations

for attending and completing college . In general, our measures of certainry~ about achievin g

educatio~al expectations show proportivns for black guls in the 2nd lowest SES subgroup that ar e

samewhat different than expected . Specifically, we note that 75 percent of black girls from thi s

SFS subgroup, expect a job that requires a college degree . This proportian is significantly greate r

t~an the proportion of very low SES black girls (58 percent}, ~ut is not statisticaily different tha t

th~ praportion of moderately high SES giris (58 percent) . Thus, black girls from the two middle

SES groups tend to be comparable in the ~in.d of accupatior~s they expect, at least i~ terms of the

kind of education t~iat may be required fc~r t~ase occupatians . . .

Insert Table i0
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Finally, in Table l l, we exarniae the assaciatioc~s af SES anc~ expectations for Asian girls .

In general, none of our measwres shows a consistent linear relatiQnship with SES . In fact, we find

a greac deal af inconsistency in expectations acrvss SES for this ethnic subgroup, a~though severa 1

af the propartions appear to be hig~ier for certain SES subgroups than expected . For instance,

da€a show a Lawer proportion of Asia.n girls from the second lowest SES group express certainry

about going beyond high schovl compared with Asians frorn the Lowest SES subgroup . However,

t~is proportion (55 percent) is not significantly different than the proportio~ of the lowest SES

group or the second tughe5t SES eroup, according to CATMOD analyses . W'e acknowledee that

these patterns may be due to t~e relatively small weighted sample sizes for ce~tain SES subgroups

of Asia~s, and are hesitant to attribuce t~iem to any real effect of SE5 among Asians .

Insert Table 1 1

Apart from understanc~i .~g the ~ inear association of SES and expectations acros s

racelethnicity, we examined whett~er within SES sut~groups , race/ethnicity differences ernerged . ~

Apgendix Table B presents ~ducationat perceptions by race /ethnicity within social class

subgraups . Th~se differences occur most cons istently within the ~ower social cla 5s subgroups .

Specifically, we note that generally As ia.n: and blac~C girls from the lowest ~ES groups report

h igher average educational expectatior~s than whites and Hispan ics of sirniiar social class ; a greater

pcoportion expect to attend coliege and expect t~ complete college than e ither law SES whires or

Hispanics ; and a greater proportian of blacks and Asians are very sure abaut securing pnst-

secondary ed~.cation or trai.n ing than whites and Hispanics from lowest S ES groups . In addit ion,
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blaclts in the lowest SFS grou~ are most sure that they will compl~te b.igh schvol and most certai n

t~t they wsll achieve their educatiQnal ex~ectations .

As for occupational oppartunity, in Appendix Table C, we see similar patterns to t~ose

described above, although substantialEy fewer assac~ations reach statistical significance. For

instance, we find no int~raction of race and social class wit~ respec~ ~ to expectatians for a

prafessianal career . Ho ~u vever, among the lowest SFS girls, blacks and H ispanics are the mos t

likeiy to expect occupations that require a minimum of a college degree . Among giris from th e

second lowest SES group, b~acks and Asians report expected careers that require a college --

education . Finally, a higher proportion af Asian girls from the ~z~d ~ou~est SES quartile than al l

other girls from this SES subgroup show educational expectations t~at aze insufficient for tt ;eir

occugational desires. However, findings for Asians should be interpreted with caution as larg e

differences in sample s i.ze may have contr ibuted patterns obserwed .

Perc~eptions of Qpportur~iry and Fertiltry Outcome s

Our final set of analyses exami~aes the association between our measures of perceptiozxs an d

a first birth b~fore age 20 . Tables ~2 through 14 present b~variate associations for the full sample ,

by race/ethniciry and by sacial class respectively . We nate that due to a small number of teen

births amang Asians, this et~nic subgroup has been excluded from the final set of bivariat ~

a~alyses .

In Table 1~ we fi~d that each measure of perceptioas of oppartu~ity is significantl y

assoc.iated with adolescent fertility . Generally, high expectations, particularly post-secondar y

educationltraining and desires for an occupation that require a college ~egree are protectiv e
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agains[ fertil ity during adatescence . We find that a higher proportion of giris w~o avoided havin g

a birth prior to age 20 had expectatians to go to ~ollege and to complete college in the 8th grade .

SpeGificaliy, 85 percent of girls who did uot have a birck~ expected at eighth grade to attend college

campared w~th only 63 percent of eigbth graders who became teen mothers during the study

perial . S i~nilarly , 73 percent of nan-mothers expected ca cQmplete coltege while in eighCh grade

compared with less than lialf (46 percent} of Eeen mothers .

Insert Table 12 Here

Table 12 also uadicates tl~at girls who avoid teen motherho~d ar~ more certain abou t

complecing their educat ional goals . We find that 87 percent of nan-moihers were very su. re

about completing high school at fhe base interview, and b8 percent were very sure abnut goin g

beyond high schoot, compared with 7'S percent and 47 perce :nt of teen mothers respective]y .

In addit ion , teen mathers are more likely than non-mothers to ~ show fluc~iatiorts in

educa.tianal plans be€r~reen bas~ year and first follow -up . It should be notecl this measure exeiude s

teens wha became mothers between the S[h and lOth grade . That is, cttange in educational

expectatians is measured before the presence af a bir[~i . Th~s, changes i~ educational expeccations

are nnt a result of cha~ges in parenting status over time .

Finally, aur data suggest that females who successfuily avoid an early birth are ' ~ore l ikel y

than teen mothers ta expect as ar~ early asio tescent to be work .ing in a professional occupation b y

age 30 (50 percent versus 36 percent), are more li~e~y to expect a professional career ttaat requ~re s

a ~ollege degree (67 percent versus 5~ percent), and are less likely to expect a level of educatio n
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iasufficient #or the accupat ion they desire (10 percent versus 16 p~rcent) .

In Table 13, we examine the association af perceptions and fertility by racelethniciry . We

fi~d that the relationships described abave generally hold, although not For alt raciaUethni c

groups . ~n particular, findings suggest the prQtective relaiionship between perceptions and fertilit y

status emerges consistently for white girls, and is generally observed among hlack aud Hispani c

girls with two exceptions . Firsx, stability of expectations over time has no significant associatio n

with fertility status of black girls and only reack~es significance for Hispan .ic g irls at p~ 0 , l0 . The

second exceptian is that blacks and Hispanacs, irrespective of Fertiliry status, have educauona l

expeCtatious that aze insufficient for their accupational plans .

Table 14 shows educa#~onal and oc.~upatiflnal plans and fertility status by social class . In

general we ~ad that high educational and occt~pational plans are associated with a delay i n

childbearing, although this relationship daes not emerge acrpss all social class groups or for al l

measures . For instance, expectasions for past-secondary educativri (to attend c4llege a~d t o

complete college) and certainty about securing educatian beyond high s~haol are cansistently

as5ociated with fertility S tatus, irrespective of SFS . S~ecifically, a higher prap4rtio~ af giris wh o

do nat have a birth expect to attend c~liege , exgect ta complete college , and are very sure about

going beyond high school in eighth grade, eompared with girls wha go on to became teen

mothers .

Insert Tabtes 13 & 14 Here

Qn the nthet hand, expectations to ~omptete high school and stabiliry of expectations da
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not consistencly show a significant relationship with fertility status across sc~cial class . First,

irrespective of eventual fertility status before age 20, virtually all girls from the highest SFS

groups expect to complete high schoot as of the base year . Thas, fertility status distinguishes la w

SES girls wit6 expectations for h igh schaol , but does n~ ot differenciate ~igher SES gixls wi~h

expectations for higb school .

Secand, oaly fertitiry outcomes among girls from mare w~r~cing class aud m4tiera€e SES

groups (2nd lowest and 2nd highesc SES quartiles) are significantly associated with stability o f

expectativr~s o~~er time . I~ particu[ar, 35 Qercent of teer~s mothers from the 2nd lawest SES grou ~

experienced a decline in educational expectations betweer~ $th aaad ~Qth grade versus one-quarter

o~ delayed childbearers from the same social class . Sirnilarty, 42 percent of teeu mothers ftoar

the 2nd highest SES group showed a decline in expectations between tl~e base year and . firs t

follow-up ; or~ly 25 percent of females from the same class who avaided motherhood expected a

lower le~el vf educativn by the first fallow-up .

Thud, exgectatio~,s for a prafessional occupati~n and whether a ~flliege degree is require d

for one's expected ~ccupation demonstrate a significant associativn with €ertility status . In

additivn , the association emerges only among girls from the two middle SES subgr~ups . Girls

who experienee a birth before age 20 are less likely than nQn•chi3dbearing females ta expect t o

work in a profession .al occupation at age 3a when tl~ey ar~ in e igl~th grade . Siinilar3y, teen

mothers are Less likely th~w childless females to expect an occupatian that requires a mutunum o f

a college degree .

Finally, knowledge about educataanal requirements for a specific occupation is associateci

with fertiliry o~ly among g irls from the higltest soc ial class subgroup . Very high SE~ gi .rls who
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experienced a birth before age 2U are ~ .5 times more liltely than non-mothers to expect a ievel a f

education that is too low for acqu ir irag their expected occupation when they are in eighth grade .

DI5CUSSIQN

Our study examines mult iple ways to capture perceptions of opportunity us ~in~ data fro m

a contemporary sample vf adalescent females . Our meas~res include educational and occupationa l

expectations, measures regarding ~e level of certainty about g~a~ completion, stabiliry i n

expectations over time, occupational plar~ far a professional career, the minitnum level o f

educa~ iati required for a desired education, and whether educational plans match young w ~flmen' s

accupat ional plans .

Young women iu aur sample repor~ fair~y high educatianal ambitions . Virtuaiiy all girl s

expect to complete high schoai and a substantia~ propartion expect to ga to college, and eve n

complete ca~lege, In addition, about half expect a grofessional career ia3 adult ltfe, and seek a n

oc~upation that requires, at a minimum, a college degree . DeSpite these fairly ambitiaus goals ,

young wamen atso temper their educational plans, even as early as eig~~ grade . We find that

girls are not completely certain abouE completing their educati~nal pians, and some may ~ven be

misinformec~ ar €~n informed ahout the level of education required for the ir desired occupatian .

Fertility siatus is associated with ede~catior~al and occupaCiot~al plans , with delayed childbearing

significantly linked with higher and more aznbitious educatianal and occupational plans {e .g . ,

professional occupation), greater certainty of achieving those pla~s, and stabi~ity iri educationa l

plans over tirne .

Whiie oae Gan argue that each measure reflects legitimate ways to capture yowag women' s
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perce~tions of oppnrtunity, not all measwes distiaaguish respondents ~qually well across population

subgraups or by fertility status . Eirst, our measures tend to show greater variability a~ross SES

subgraups than racelett►nicity . Our findings show a strong and cansistent linear relationship

be[ween percegtioas of oppartunity and SES . That is, exp~ctatinns for the future increase with

eaeh increasing kevel of social c[ass . Perhaps this linear relationship is, in part, a reflection of th e

ordinal nature of our SES measure, a characteristic that is nvt indicative af our measure of

race/ettu~.icity . However, we suspect that an inabiliry to distinguish consistently across

raceletUniciCy reflecis the inability of our measures ~o tap into cultural distinctions with regard to

perceptions of opportunity . Indeed, the measures we use tend to reflecc broad values regarding

education and employment . They do not address cultural notions regarding baniers ta goal

achievement thai may invalve issues af racial or ethnic discrimination or the appropriateaess o f
}

specific roles for wamen given one's cultural orientation ~r belief system . Qur ~ndings provide

one hint that a lack of resources and exposure to opportu~ities by !ow income and non-white gi~l s

may contribute ta less knowledge about the world of work . Particularly, low SES girls, and

Asians and b[acks are less knowledgeable about the amount of education required for specific

occupations and tend ta expect a level of education that will be insufficient faf rhe kind af

occupatian they intend to have . This finding suggests that additional efforts to devetop measures

that address issues of opportunity specific to cult~re or sc~cial class would be worthwhile .

Dur analyses also suggest a relationship between social class arid race/eth€iicity that may

be differen.t fram the independent association of either SES or race . Far instance, the linear

relationship o€ SES and perceptians generaily holds for whites and Hispa.nics, but is less than

cvnsistent for blacks and Asians . While caveats regarding sample size, partieularly for Asians ,
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e~rge us tv be ~autious with our interpreka, tion of these findings , we are nonetheless intrigued by

these d i fFerences . More d ~efinitive ~onclus ions await further and more detai ted. analyses :

Finally , we note t~at aur measares of perce~tions easily determine fertility status of femal e

respondents , although not all mea.sures do so equally well across soc ial class and racelethniciry .

In faci our m~asures of perceptions tend to distinguish fertility o~ working class (SES Ilj and mor e

moderate SES giris (~FS ~II), than fertility of eiih~r ~ery 1ow or very high SE~ respondents .

Altt~ough rrtultivariate analyses will be needed to determine which measures ultimatel y

predict fertility, net of background and other intervening measures, our work cleaaly indicates th e

impartance of assessing the appropriateness of ineasures acrass a variety of populatia~ subgroups ,

and how the use af cerEain measures may lead to cor~clusians about the linlc between perceptions

and fertil ity that may not be truly valid . Further work on the rational choice theory wi~l need to

exgand existing methodoiogical efforts, to develop culturally and ciass specific constructs o# '

per~eptions of opportuniry, and incorporate thes~ measures into rigorvus erripiriral studies o f

adolescent childbearing . it is thrc~ugh this type of inethadological work that one will come to fully

understand of the ratioaal ~hoice theory of early childbearing .
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Table 1 :
Background and Fertility Characteristics

Total Sample - Female Eighth Graders , I~EL5 88 (Weighted )

T" otat Sample
(N=6313j

Background & Fertility Characteristics °~

Famrly Composition
Two parent
5ingle Parent
~ther Adu~t Relativef*s'on-Relativ~e

Highest Parental Educatton
~H5

HS
Sorne CQllege
Calleee and Beyon d

% .~t teast one Parent Emploved ~"ull-Tim e

,~rrniea! Family Income
< ~ l d,000

$ l 0A00 - $19,999
$?0,400 - $34,999
~35,000 - ~49,499
~50,000+

SES ~trartile
1 { Lowest)
~

3
-~ (Highest )

Rac~~Ethnicit7,~
ti~~hite Non-Hispanic
Black Non-Hispanic
Hispanic
Asiaz~
Native American

% Had a birih before age 20

$~.3
172
~ .5

11 .3
20 .?
~`? .7
?5 . 9

87 . ~

12 .$
15 .6
29 .2
21" . 2
? 1 . 2

25 .3
26.4
24 . 3
24 . Q

7? .9
12 .4
10 . 1

3 . 4
1 . 3

16 .9

~ge at frst birth (among ~hose who hav e
given birth} ~~
<-15 19.8
17 25,5
18 25.1
19 29 . 7

Tabulaced bv Child Trends, Cnc .



' f~}1~1e 2 :
~iack~;round ~ind f~crlility t'hart►cteristic s

by Race/t: ~imicity (Wei 6 hted}

Base Year, Nt 's l ~S : Btt

Variahles Wliiie Nun-I [isptmic 131~c~: Non-f lispanic I lispa~ii~ Asian

{N:~Q324) (N-673) {N .8i3) (N-424)

!~"umily C'ust{~u .siliu n
`Fwo parenk 8~1.d 5~.0 $Il.a 87.5

Single f'arent 14.Q 37.4 I T.3 10.4

Uthcr Adult ItclulivclNan-Rcla3ivc 1.ti 8. I -'. ~ ?.fl

llrKhes~ Puren~u! Eduealia n
~IiS 6.~ 17.(~ 36.(~ 8.4

t IS ?U.6 22.G 17.7 13.2

Some College ~3.1 47.i 3b.(l 29.3

College and Beyond 29.6 12.3 E1.6 49.1

°!, A! lecr.st unc Purent Emplu~~ed 9d.$ 71.9 $3.7 90.9

Ful1-7 iiln°

Annaiul Fumi!}~ lnrumc
<$ f 0,0U0 7.fi 35.G ?2.a 7A

$10,(IQt) -$ I~1,9N9 I 2.7 2 I.6 ? 8.3 I 3.8

$2U,000 - $34,999 30.5 22.L~ .i I .5 22.2

~35,OQ0 -$4'?,9~)~) 2$.6 I f~.9 3 f1.9 20.7

$50,0(~(f~f 34.5 ~1.3 7.4 36 .3

SF:S ~)trurlilct '

I (l ..owesl) 17.N ~l€~.7 5(1.4 I5.1

? 2(~.5 27.~ ?(~.'1 ? I.2

3 z7.6 14.a ~.~. 3 2 E.5

4[Hi~;l~est) 27.9 9.5 S.S 42.1

`% Hud u hirth 6efore a~;e 20 14.3 29.G 33.4 4?

A,~~c ul first birth (umr~ng rho.s•e whn
huvc ~,~iv~n bir~h)

' <=1~, 14.8 32.5 ?3.2 18.5
17 38.7 I 9. i ?().7 k7.1
!R ZS.~ ,,.5 .'~ ? ~S_' .l
19 31.1 ?S.~} JU.EI 12. 1

E ';~ I ~u l ; d c~l hy ( ' li i l ~l ~ resu l ~, iu~ .



"Fable 3 :

l3nck~;r~~un~ an~l i~ertility C:h~r~ictcritilicti

by SI~;~ {Wei6hted)

13,~se Yc;ir, ~L~.LS:$!3

Varia b les Lowest Ouar tife 2nd l.owcst Quart ile 2nd Hi~,hest Quarlile 1-l ighest Quartile

( N.~, 1707) (N~= 1 6?f~} (N 147~) (N=~503 )

f~'u~r~ilr (_'~,~ ► y~u.silirji r
`I'wo parent 57.7 77.8 ~l I,1 449

Sin~le Parent 3G.(i 24.1 7.fi 4.7

Other Adult Relative/~lon-Relative 6.3 2.0 I.4 0.3

Jii~rhesr PurentcrJ Ech+cutiun
<y5 39.fi 4.ii 0. ti 0.0

1 IS 3fi.7 39. I 8.6 O.i1

~un~e Cvllcge ?8.~1 51.11 7K.3 12.5

Calle~e and Beyond !.3 5.3~ ~ 13.U " 87.5

! .~r lcu.~l nnc !'ur•e~r1 fim~~lrrk'ec!
!~'►dl- 7Yme Sb.O 95.~} ~39.~1 RR.B

Annuul h'umi! ►~ lncvmc~

-' $1 A,00p , 4 S{? 4.3 0? 0.0
$ IU,ilOil -$1~a,999 31.9 2d.b 4.f) O.~l
$20,(!QU - $34,999 I 8.~1 ~~).6 1(i.3 10.8
$35,Qf~ -~49,999 3.0 1f~3 43. I 23.4
$50,040~ A.8 5.1 16.3 b5.4 -

`l, !!uclu birrl~ h~f ►rc ukc ?fl 30.9 I~). I 13.? ~.5

A~;~• c~/ fi+•sr 6irilr {~r» 1w~~ thu.sr ►t~hu
f~r.rvc~ ~ ;ivcrr ;hi►•~h)

~, I6 27.5 ' IS.2 Il).3 31.i
17 2fl.5 24.9 ~2.2 - 11.4

. 18 24.8 29.2 l 8.? 28.6
, I ry 27.3 30.6 ?9.3 A8. 5

I ahu l .~l r~4 1 iy t'lti ili l 'frrni l s, Inc .



Table 4 :
Perceptions of Cducatiunal Upportunity

'Total Sant~i le and by Race/ [:Ihnicity (We 's~; hl e d)

Base Year, NLLS : SS

Varilblas Tolal Sasnp le White Non- I-t ispanic B1ack Nu~t- l~ ispanic tiispan ic As i an

(1~--G313) {N-4324) (h1 673) (1~-813) (t~=429)

Er/u i•u~ro nu ! l:x~ JCCr utruns ~" ~ *
< K S ~.U U.B 1 ' ?.? 0.6

EIS y.l 9.3 S.! 10.8 3.4

VocationaUtrade/business H.G 8.4 K.~ 1 3 . { 2 . 8

Attend Co l lege I 3.0 4 4.5 l(,.5 17.1 l S .0

Camplete Colle};e 43. I 45.9 35.7 353 35.2

Graduate/Professional 5chool 25 . 1 24.2 3(3.~1 Z 1.5 34. 4

~xjxr! ~u ('u»rP lc~c Hr~;{r . tichoul u~.
Bcvu~icc!* ** 99 .{I 99? 98 .8 97 .9 99. 4

Exp~ct ~u At~~nc! C'allcg~ *** 81.2 81.5 82.h 73.9 92.fi

F~,rpcc~ 1u C'«rnptete C'n!le~,~e*"`* 6$.2 7Q 66.1 56.8 74.6

C~erkiinlr uf Cum'pleei►~~,= lli,4 h
Schuul**'~

Vcry 5ure RQ.3 863 8>.{l 7Q.6 82.5

Nut Ve~ry Sure ~ I 5.7 13.7 I ti.tl 29.4 i 7.5

('vrtui ►rfy uJ~Ciuirt}; l3eY~3m1 II!},~h

,tic•tenu!« ~ s ~

V~ry Sure 64? 65.0 72.7 A8.3 73.4
Nat Very Sure 35,8 3S.U ?7.3 51.7 26.6

Cercuinty ufAchiivinR Educertionul
,Erpectutiun.r'' * "` ,

Very Sure 6?.(1 G8.6 71.fi 52.2 fi5.9
Nat Very Sure 33.U 3~.4 28.4 47.8 34. l

.tiluhili~y u/'Educuliunu! ~a-pz~c~~cxtiun.e ;
(13usa~ Yc'ur !u 1'r F'u11uw-irya) *+ *

Expeclatians inereaseci 25.z 24.5 ?9.7 23.7 3U.2
Expectations decreased ?6.8 25.7 3(l.8 3 l9 18.1

_ Expectat ions unchan~ed 47.9 44.8 3~1.6 ~44.4 6 1 .8

*** p~AU I

laliul .iled hy C'hiE~i ' I 'rc~i~l~ , Itfc .



'fable 5 :
f'ere~ptions of Occupational t)ppurtus~ity

" I'ot~31 San~~le and by Itace / Ftt~niciiy (Wei~hted)
l3asc Ycar, NI ? L , 5 : 8 8

Va riables " I 'otat Samp le W l~ite Non- Ilispanic I 3 1 ack Ncm- I~lispunic I l is panic As i a n

(A[=6313) (N--4324) (I~=673) (N=813) (1V=429)

U~ciq~~ cti c~n F,xp~rl ~~c ( c~l u~;r 1l1 * * " `
Professiona l 47.6 47.0 ~? ~1 42.b 58.6

Non-Prolcssional 52.4 53.(1 <i7. l 57.~ 4 1 . 4

Minimum Eclucu[iun Neya~ir•cycl~iir
Desirec! Occupalian*'" *
< HS

! IS
Sni~3e C`~► lEc~c
B.A .~F

I 5 . 8
tAA

S .q

6A . 7

i 7 . 3.

I 3 . (~

4 . 5

64 .5

10 . 5
I 4 . 0
8?

67 . :i

15 .2 8 . 5
18 .3 I 1 . 1
8 .2 4 . 9

58 .2 75 . 5

Expe cted Education ~ Minimum
Rcyuir~d 1'or f~ x~x,~: lc d
Occupation*** l l .h IU l 1? .7 Ib .b IS . 6

*** pCU0 1

I ~;thufiulctl liy t:hil~! I rc~iils, ln,; .



Table 6 :
Perccpt iiyns uf [: ~uc~tional Opportuni~y

' I 'o~al Sample and b~~ Sk : S Quartil 4 {Weigl~tecl)
L3ase Year, NELS : 8 8

Variables 'Fotat Sasnple L.nwest <?uart ile 2nd l . u~vcst Quartile ?~id 1 t 'sghest Quarti4e Highest Quariile
{N ~ G 3 i ~) (N = 17U7) (N = 16?b} (N= 1978) (N= 1503)

£di~ccr liuriu! Fyx-pcc~u~ivrts * * *
~ HS I . U 2.9 0.7 Q .2 0 . ~

1[5 9 .1 19 .4 ! 1 .2 4 .2 i . 3

Vocational/trade/busine ss 8 .6 I 3 .4 t ?? 6 .5 t .8

Atlend C~Ilebc ~3 .d1 lb .~) I 5 .7 12 .5 b . l

Complete Coile ~;e 43 . l 3 1 .U d3 .5 50.3 48 . 3

GraduatelProfe ssional School 25 .1 163 1 6 . 7 2 G .3 42 . 4

~F' x~~c~ rr> C 'vmplc[e High Sc•huot ur

l3eyryncf' "` *

~;xpect iu At►end Co!le~,'e * * *

ExJf~ it tt ) f~otnp{ttt C'r>lfege ***

C'c~r lu tr~ty rif (' i~rn/~ lc litag~ 1-li~,~h
.S~ ' /t~~ r ~ /"` t s

V c r y Sure

N c~t V ~ry S ur e

('erl ti itatti ~ n~(ir~rn}; Beyonc ! fli~;h

,ti~'hur~1 +~+~ ~

~lesy Su re

Nut V~ry ~ u rc

9~3 . 4

812

68?

84 . :~
15 .7

Ei4 . 2
35 . 8

97 . I

64 . 1

a7 .~

'74 . i
25 . 7

~G . 7
53 .3

~)9 3

76 ,0

~c~ .?

x3 .~
I 6. 9

57 .4
42: b

99 . $

89 . 1

7b . 6

87 . 6
1 2 . 5

b9 . 0
31A

99 . 9

96 . 4

4a.s

93 . 2
b . 8

85 . 6
I 4 . 4

~ ~l'I '/111f1/I ' ~l~ :( ('~111' I V f lS; ~;l ~lfl'L lr!l1111 f~
/'.aCf~e~'/ul ir~n.~ * * ~

Very 5ure G7.{1 55.3 b~.~ ~ 68.6 $3. 4
Noi Vcry Surc 33.0 44.7 37.8 31.4 16. 6

.Sruhility uf Ecli,curronu! F.xpect~tir»t.s
(Buse Yeur rr~ 1" Frlrlusv-trpl* *
iixpectatiu~s ii~creascd 25.2 25.2 25.1 24.2 21 . 7
I:x~ectution~ dccrcased ?l~.S 31.5 ?7.$ 27.0 17. 7
lixpectations ur►changed 47.9 43.2 ~7.2 4g,$ 6p,(

**p<0.01 *** p~.00 1

I : :lit~l~deti hy ( ' hitil ' I 'rcnds, Inc .



"T'a61 e 7 :
Perceptions af Uccupat ianal C)ppo rtunity

by SCS (~uart i le (Weibhted )

L3ase Ycar . AIELS :B B

Variabtes Total Sarr~ple L.awest Quartile 2nd Lawesl Quartile 2nd fii~hest i~uariile ~i ighesc Quart 'ste
(N °= b31 3} (N =1707) (N=i626) {N- 1478) (N=1503)

E)cc •uputian Expe~f~d ut ugL 3!1***

~'rofessian~ l
Non-Professional

hfrnim emr ~ckarulioir Rcyuirccl Jilr

~c.ei retf f~ic upu t itrlr* '"'`

~- F~ S
lIS
Some Cc~llege
B . A .+

47 . b
5 2 .4

I S . S
14 . {} .

5 . 4
64 . 7

35.9
~a . i

22 . $
2~ . 2

6 . 3
SQ .7

45 . 7
54 . 3

IG ,6
14 . 8
7. 3

(i 1 .3

49 . 3
50 . 7

14 .8
13 . 6
5 . 5

~s . i

59 .9
40 . I

4 .7

7 .7

2 .Z

80 . 4

Ex~ecied E i ducali~ < M i nir~u m
Reyuired far Gxpected ~
Occupatio~~ * *~` I I .b I 6 .5 I 6 .R 8 .8 3 . 6

*** p< . 00 1

~ .4~714I a lcd Uy l'l ~i l~4 1 'r~u~l s, luc,



Tab.le 8 :
Per c epCsons of Educat'sonal and Occupat iona l ~~portuni ty

~3y Race/Ethnicity and SES (Wei~tited )
Sase Year, N~LS 88

White Non-H ispan ic , . ~ '

SES Quartile

lndividu al Perception s Lowest 2 nd Lowest 2"`~ Hig h est Highest

F.xpect to Cast~p let~ Nigh
Schoo! or 8eyo~~d * " ` * 97.0 49.2 99.9 99. 9

F..rpc~cllo A ttenel C'o7lege ** *

L:tpect to Caniplcte
( 'oflege +•*

Yery Sur~ ~4`il{ Cvmpleie
High Scl~on! ***

Vrry Sure W~ll Cn B~ yavtr!
flibfi ~chov! +• *

Very Sure Wif~ ~Echieve
Ertucariona! Expectativns

(»~hc~lhcr I~.i ur c'ul)~.;~•e)*'"*

Stability of Ertucalio►ral
Expe~ratiuns

Expectatians increascd+
E :xpacl~lions decreased*r*
l:xpectations u~~chai~~eci**"`

55 . 5

42 . 8

74 . 9

39 .'T

55 , U

z5 . 9
31 . 2
42 .)

74 . 2

5$ . 8

83 _ 8

55 . 3

«s .~~

22 . 8
27 , 4
49 . 7

88 . 8

77 . 3

88 .5

G4 .~

bn . 2

2b . 8
27 . 1
46 . 1

g7 . 4

91 _ Q

93 .9

85 . $

$a :a

23 .0
14. 2
57 . $

ExpECfx Professiona l
Dccupation ar ,4ge 30*** 3 L.l 42. I 49.1 . - 59.4

C:ullege Degrc~N X~qrrirerl f~r r
E,rpecred Occuprrriorr"`*'" ~5.8 5g,3 G5.4 79.4

E~fucationa! E:zpeciutions
~IIS Uf,~iL' iCRt~F~r dCCUjlcttl()ttt[t

Expectations * '" * 1 G,2 15 . 7 8.5 3.8

N Sbi I~S3 11~2 1158
*'~*p~ ,A01



Table 9
Ferceptions oC Educatiana~ and Oc:cu~atio~a! Op~c~rtunity

By Race/Ethnicity and SES tWeiE;h,hted )
E3ase Year, NELS 8 ~

Hisp~nic

SCsS Quartile

{ ndividua l Perceptious I.awest Z"`~ Lawest 2"`~ Highcst H ighest

Expect !o Com~lete High

S'chora~ or Bcyurid ~)7.1 98.5 97.9 la[1.4

l:spect to Ai ►rrid Colle~e*** G$.0 7(1.4 85.0 99.~

Erpect Compleie College*** 47.8 583 64.2 42.5

Ve ►h~ Sure Will Complete
Higi~ School ~ ** 63.5 72.4 79.9 9d.9

Vr►y Sure Wil[ Gu Beyonrl
fligh Schuul ~' ** • 39.~ 47.7 6~.3 78.7

b`~•rv Sur~~ tvrf! rt c•l~ievc~
~[~flCU110lip~ ~X~L'Cllll[UItS

(whc iher f!S or cullrge) *** 43.Q 56.2 62.6 75.1

Stu6ility ojEducatiunu !
Expeclaliorrs
~xpectations increased 23.7 24.4 24.6 20:7

l~xpectatians decreased 35.5 28.2 24.5 34.5

h:xpectations unchan~ed 40.8 47.4 SU.9 44 .8

~rp~ers Prufesxianrr l
4ccupertion nt Age 3(3* 3$.3 45.3 42.2 59.5

Collegc} Degree Re~r~irrert jor ~
Expecled Occ»pntion *** 54. ! ~7.3 57.9 8~i.1

E~lucutiunu! Expectatrvrzs
lns~~cic~nt fnr nccuprrtionrt l
Expectalrons'" 2~ .8 l 5.3 l2 ~) 1.5

N 405 2~5 126 77
**p~A] . . .

•**~f .flfl l .



T'able ] 0
Percepkiaas of Educational and Qccupational Upportw~ity

By RacelEthnicity and SES {Weighted)
Base Year, NE1S $8 ~

B iack No~a-Hispanic

SE5 Quarttle

Indiviciual Perceptians Lowest 2"" i~owest 2"'~ Highest Highest

Exnc~c~ to Currtplete Nigh
Schuc~ l or Beynnd ** 97 .5 l OQ .O 100 .0 104_ 0 .

fix~ect t o Attt~nrf Cnllege"" ~ *

F~~cf ta ('a~,tplc~~e

College'"**

Yery Sure FtfilJ Cornplete
Hrgh Scha3i *

i~~ry Sure WIII Gu Bcytrnrl
High Schoo!***

75 . A

54 . 8

82 .0

66 . 3

8 ' 3 . 5

71 . 4

87 . 2

77 . 9

91 .5

8U .6

l~4 .9

76 .3

92. 1

86 . 2

93 . Q

85 . 1

Yery Sare Wi~! Achieve
Erlucationc~l ~'xpectadion .s
(wlrt~~her H5' or college}** 6b.4 76.7 69.7 84.9

Slubility c~jEducatiana~I
Expeciations
[:xpectaiions increased*** 26.0 ' ~d.4 29.1 17.$
L•:xpectaiions decreascd**'" 3b.2 11.0 23.3 14,3
Eixpeclations unchan~ed*''* :i7.7 2R.6 ' 47.6 67.9

Expicts Pr•afcssianul
Occupairon ar Age 30**'" 44.7 G49 54.2 ~ G8.0

('otlegG Degr~c Re[Jtttt'e{! fr~ r

{~:.ipet~sccl ()ce~~~rufir~n*•• 58.2 75.3 G8.3 85.5

Ertucatio~rrl Expectuti~ns
I~r.rufJiclenl for C)ccul~atir~nrr! .
F.xpectcrtlorts ** 14.4 1 G.6 l.1 1.7

M 327 161 10b 79
*p~AS **~<A1 «*~►P~ .OQI



Table l l
Perceptions of Educational and Occupational Oppartus~ity

By Ractl Ethnic i ty and SES (We ':ghted )

Base Year , NEi.S 8 8

Asian s

SES Quartil e

Individual Perceptions Lowest 2" '' Lowest 2"`' H ighe st Highest

Expccl to Comptete Heg h

School or Beyonrt * 95 .8 ] OQ~ 100 .~ ~ 00 . 0

Farpect ta Attend Co!lege 90.3 8$ .3 96 .8 43 . 5

Expect Complete Colfege*** b6.6 52 .8 71 .0 9fl . 3

V~ry Sure Wil! ' Complete
High Schao! 74.7 85 .4 B2 .5 83 .8

Very Sure Wi!! Gv B~~yond
High Sch rx~ l ** *

Very Sure Wr!! Ac h reve
Educr~tional Expecta ~rons
{whether NS ar cnllege) *" *

StrfbrJi~y~ uf ' F~tluc•ttfru~~uf ,

Expeccut ions
Expectations increased
~xpectations decreased
Expectations unchan~ed*

64 . 4

54 . 5

31 . 2
19 . 5
49 . 3

55 . l

51 .9

31 . $
35 . 7
32 . 5

~a.z

61 , 2

, 4

22. 7
17.0

fi€) . 3

B7. 6

79. 3

17. 7
20.6
61 . 7

~:x~ect Prnfe~siana l
Oc~cupc~tiorr at Age 3~I * 34.b ?0.8 57.0 G0.9

Collegc Degree Requi!•c~rl for

Expected accupativn**+ 44.4 8Q.6 fi~.7 $8.4

Education~l ~rpeclatians
insu~eient for Occup~tionu f
F.xpectatrons"`** 8.5 45.2 l1.8 l.6

~ 79 88 79 183
*p<.O S

* *,~r~ .0~ 1



Table 12 :
Perceptions of Educational and Occupational Opportunity

anci Fertility 5tatus Before Age 2 0
All Fem~ a~es - Base Year, NELS : 88 (Weighted )

Fertility Status

tndivitlual P ercept ions Birth No H i~th

Exper! to Complete Nigh Schoot or
Beyared • * * 96.9 49. 5

Expecr ta,4ftend Callege'"`*

F.~rpect to Co mplete College ***

Yery Sure Wlll Cnmpleie High
Schoo!*"`

1'en~ Sure Fi~ill Go B~i~and High
School** *

Y 2n• St rrg A'ill .4cl~i~•ti~e Educ~rriana~
Expect~tions (whztl~tr H5 ar
cotlegel * * *

5tabiliry of 6clucerrvna!
Expec tatians ` * * *

Exp ectatiorzs increased
Expectations decreased
Expec tations unchangec~

63 .3

4fi . 2

74 _ 5

46 . 6

5 6 .~

3 7 .4
3 6 . ~
3 6 . l

84 . 5

?2 .7

$b .b

b7 . 7

64 . ~

24 . ~
24 . 5
~1 . ~

E.rpeet Professional Oceupation a t
Age 30*' * 36.0 49.5

College Degree 12equired fo r
£xpected Qceupation*** ~0 .1 57,2

Edueational Especrarions ~
/rr.su~cient for Qccupatiana !
E~pecatiorr s * * * i ~.b l U.4

'ti 987 5327

** : p<.041 ~

~ Exciudes fernales who had a b i rth between the base ti'ear and first follo~►~-up . Birth n= 684, No Birth

n=~1 84 .

Tabulated bti ~ Child Trends. ~nc. ~



'!'ahle 13 :
~'erccpliuns uf ~:duca4ional and Occupatios~4 {]p~wrtui~tily

and ~ertility Status Before Age 20 by Race/~thnicity ( Weighted)
Base Year, NELS 8 8

White Non-3-lispanic Black Non-Hispanic Hispanic

i~ ►~~~vF~u .,i r~~~~~~r~~~~, l i irtli Nc, I~irti~ t~ir~h Pfu C3irth 43ir~h No Birth

F,x~ect 1n C'umplefe Hi~;h Schnnl ar
13c~unr.f 9G.8 t)q.(~ "** g5.9 IDQ.U *:: <15.~1 98.4 *

Is.r~~c•c1~u .~llrcad("ulltge 62.5 84.7 +** b6.6 $9.4 *«~ G~ .7 77.5 • *'"

lir~~ccr to L'umplele Colle~;c: 47 .1 73.9 *'" * 4~.0 73.3 ~** 37.6 62.5 *'""

N'rrv .4rrr~ Will C'omplele N~~;1~
~ )L flfl(lI 7b.6 88.~ *** 77.3 88? *"* 611.5 73.6 ~"`*

Vc+rv Sure Wrl1 f;rr f3evon~! f(i~h
Sc12ua! 43 .4 b8.4 **'' 63.0 7b.8 '"*"' 35.3 52.1 * '"*

Ner► ~ .Sur~ Wil1 Ar{iicvG ~clarcatio ►tu !
ExpeeEarions (whether HS ar ~
cvltc~;e) 5G.6 70.6 '"''"` 62.8 75.2 ** 46.1 54.0 +

.S~uhility of Edrrculiurral Frpectutiar~s
1~:x1iccl :Niu3iti incrc .~sc d
lix~~eclatiuns decre~sed 2y.8 2.1 .G ~" ' ?b.4 32.4 .31 .5 Z3.U +
lixpectalinns unchaiz~;ee~ 38.'} 23.G 32.0 27. ! 31. I 30. 1

34 .3 SZ.$ 41.6 44.5 37.4 4b.9

fsz~~~ct Profe.rseunu! Occupulian u1 .
~1~c30 34.1 4t}.~ *** ~td.7 56? ** 31? 45.9 ** •

C'ull~~;e Dcgr~~ Requrrccl.~~r ~

1?rpc~c•hcl tlc<•r~putiun 47.7 G7.~ *** G0.3 70.0 * 44_5 ~2.0 ***

t_elue .•utrurrcrl l:x~xe•1u~ivnti•
hasuJ~cienlJur f)ccupulronal '
l:.r~c~crul inn.s I 5.0 9.5 '~ ** I 6.6 1 l .2 1 G.4 16.6

N 5(►~ 37hQ IR5 4g~ ?00 613

+~-U.10 *p-'R.OS '`*p~0.01 *** p.' .{1(11



'l'~~t~le 14 :
I~crcc~titiuus uf ~;ducti~iunal ~+nd Uccu~,atiunai ()p~n~[unity

.~n~ I~~ttility Status l3eFore Age 20 by SES (W~idhted)
13ase Year . NE[.~ 88

SES QUARTILN S

I .owcst Quartile 2nd i .uwest Qti<trtile 2nc1 l ligl~rsl (?u~irtilc I~lighest Quarcile

Individual €~erceptions [3irif~ ~Jc~ Birth l3irth No Birth Nu Eiirtfti N o

[3irth I~irth Birth

Expct•t (o Comple~e Nigh

,ticliu~~f ur f~cYunc! 94 .5 9$.I *r* 97,0 9A.8 **s 99.3 ~)t).R (00.0 49.4

l::epc'c•lir~A't1z~1x!(.'u~l~~~e S5.I (~8.5 *** M1.8 79.i *~'* g2,3 911.0 *** 42.U 97.1 *

F:xr~trlfu{'umpleleCulle~;a 37.9 41 .7 *** ~~.`1 b4.3 *** 6'7.5 77.q *** 73.8 9(3.9 ***

4'i~rv Sure Wi!! ('nmPle~e Hr~h

~ticlr~w! b8.U 7G.3 *** `IS.3 ~4.9 +"* 5~.9 88.1 i R5.2 93.5 "

Ir~~ru .Surr Wrl/ Uu L3c ► •r,~~c (

Hikh Srlruul ~3 .4 48.2 *~' 44.6 60.4 ~'** 54.3 ?[).S **' 662 86.4 . '"*'

Y~ r~~ ,5iu•c 1¢'i!! Ac'ltreve

l:~h~culiv► ~u! Facpectu~ir~rrs
(~~~li~~~her HS nr cullege) 54.7 SS.S -+- 57 .0 fi3.3 "' S8.U b9,8 "`+* 66.7 84. i ~«*

.~~uhilily of Eclucaliunu! ;
E.rpeetutiunc

~xpectutiuns increased 27 .Q ?(~? 27.8 25.1 ** 25.1 25.0 #* 39.3 22.4 +

L:xpectations decreased 37.6 ?8.8 34.6 2b.3 4; .7 2_5.0 ~9.9 19.3
I :xpcclalions unc;hanged 35 .4 44.9 37.G 48.6 33.2 SO.U 4fl.8 58. 3

r;:r~x•r! Prufice.siunu!
()cc•rr~u~tr~n u~ Ake 3fl 33 .1 37.3 38.4 d7? "* 36.1 5 f .4) *** 57.(1 , 60,?

t'nll~~;e Uc'~~'~c Reytti/'c'cl./i~r

li.rpr~.~ied flcc•rr~ulir,n 47 .4 52.4 52.1 b3.5 ** 48.U GS.G *** 7~1.3 SO.b

l:ilucafruriu! f~.xf:urtufiur►.c
lrr.4s~Jic•ier~t fiu~ Ucc~x~~uliuiru !
l;r~~~c•utian.s i8,2 15.8 16,~7 16.$ 7.G f~.9 17.2 3.8 s**

. N 496 I? I I ~9[1 I 134 150 I t?8 51 14$2
i~r O .IA 'p•"l1.05 **p<U.41 "`*« p.- .Oi3i



Ap~end i x A : C3efnitiors, Range , and Pc;rcci3t/Mca n Dis tr i6ulion ut'(~aii3i l }~ 13ackground and I ndsviciua l I 'c~~crptiun Vuri~st~l~ s

Variables DefiniEic~n Range Pcreent ar

Variable Mean s

E'AMILY C3AC:KiiRi)UIk1D

I~amily Cc~mposition Whu the student lived witti in 191t 8
Two Parents 80.3%

• Single I'c~renl 17.2°10

~ther Adult RelativelNon-€ielative 2 .5°/a

1-lighesi Parental Eciucaticm 7'he highest levet o€'education attaincd by th a
Sttident's parenls . For sin6Ee ~arent families,lh e
measure reflects ttiat parent's educationa l

atcainment . For two-paret~t 6amilies, parenta!
education for the must educated parent is reflectccl .

'~1IS I 1.3%

}[S 2(1.2%
5ome College 42.7%
Culle~;e and E3eyand 24.9%

Ai let~sl one Parent EEn~loyecl Hu11-`I~ime I~ull-tins~ : eu~pluyinent is delined as wori:inb nt D- I 87 .5%

Icrtst 3S huurs or marc ~lurinb lhe past wetk .

( I =Yes )

Ann~al [~amily inctsEne F<~miiy inc~me is tl~e tutal incame f~om all souree s

lur 1987_
:= $ I D,UOE) ! 2.$%
$ I O,~UU_- $ I 9,99N I 5 .6°/a
$20,OOQ - ~34,999 Z9.2%

, $35,000 - $49,999 21.2%
$SO,OUO+ 2 i .2°10

Highest Parenta~ Occupation ,. ~ Duncan SEI values were assigned to parent and 7 .33 - 50. 9

`~ ~ parent's spouse/pari~3er. r~nr single parent 7~•' ~

families, the measure ref'l~cts that parei~t' s
cfcc~ipatittin . i~~~r twu-p .► r~n1 la~~~iii~s, 11~c hi~;licti ~

1)uiiian ~hl value is rcllected .



Variab l cs DePi ni lian itan~c i'ercen l or

Vareable Means

l~ami ly 5GS i~auiily Sk:S was created by aver~iging higliest I-4 2 . 5
parent~il education, emnloyment slatus, f~mil y

ineome, and highest parentat occupation . ( I=L~aw ,

4-High )

Race/t;lhi~icity aftf~e Student White Non-f-lispanic 72_9%

E313ck Non-l lispa~ic 12 .4°!a

t lispanic 10.1%

Asian 3.4%
Native American I .3 %

% I I ;~d a~irth beior~ age 2Q 5tudent had ~i ~ceEi hirth ( I Yrs) il- I I b.9°~a

Age at first birth (amang those who have 5tudent's agc at binh in yu~~rs ( i- s l G, 2-17, 3- I 8, I-4 2 .d5

~iven b irih) `4=19)

INL?IVI~UAL i'ERCEPTI~NS ~

~xpect to Comptete I-iigh Schoal or Beyond Student expects to complete high school or beyond ~- I 94 .U°fo
( I =Yes )

Expect to Atiend College Student expects to attend callege ( I-Yes) 0-1 81 .3°fo

Expect to Complete College Student expects to complete college or beyond ~- { f,8 .2°10
( I - Y l'S )

Very 5ure Wiil Complete Fligh Schoul Sludenl is vci•y sure she will ci~mplete high schoul !I-I R4 .3%
( I Ycs }

Very Sure Will Ga 13eyond EI'sgh School 5wdcnt is vcry sure she will go bcyun~f liigh schuol 0-I (>4?`!~~, ,
( I =Yes )

Very 5ure Will Achieve Ed~scationaf . Student is very sure sha wi~l achieve educaiional U-I 6b .7 %
~:xpectations (whether HS ar college) ex~eclations wheiher they are high st ;hao; or eollebe

(O-Very 5ure, l=Not Sure]



Variabks Definilian Range Pcreent ar
Var iable Mea~

Stability of Educational Ex pectations Stab il iiy of educat i o na l expectat i o ns betwee n the I -3 I .4 9
Expectations increased base year an c~ the first fotlaw-up. ( I=decreased ,
Expectations decreased 2=uncf~a nged, 3=increased }
L-'xpectatio ns unchan~e d

Ex pect Prof'essiuna l Oecupat i on at Age 30 Student expe4ls a~roFessionul accupation at age 30. tl- I ~t 7 .b9'o
( I -Ye s}

Co lle~e Degree R equired for Expected Exnected occupation requ i res a cu l le~;e degree 0- I 64.7°l0
Occcipation ( 1 --Yes )

I nsui-ficient ~ducationa! Expectatinns Student's educatianal expectations are insufficient tcj Q-I I I .G°/a
attain uccupatio n a l expectat i ons . (1=Y es )

~ 6313



Appendix " Cable B : '

Perceptions of Educat ional Oppart~nit y

by SE5 Quart~le and RacelEthnicity {~1Ve i ghted)

T3ase Year , NEI .S: 88

SES Quarti le

lndividual Perceplions . Lowest 2"'' Lowest 2" '' H~ghest Nighest

;4 verr~ge ~clucational ~xpectatians (r =<HS.

6 =~raduuie/professional scbaol)

1Nhite, Non-Hispanic
Slack, Non-Hispanic
Hispanic
Asian

Significance

Expect m Atte nd Caflege
Wh ite, No n -H is p anic

B1 ack, Nan-H is panic

H ispan ic

Asyan

~ibnifrcunce

F.xpecr to Cur~rptetc College
White, Non-Hispanic
Btack, Non-Hispanic
Hispanic

Asia n
Signifrc[rrtc~

3 .8

4 .4

4 .2
4.7

***

S G . S
75 . 4
~s .a
9U .3

K*#

42 . 8
54 . 8
47 . 8
bb . 6

*~*

4 .~1

4 .7

43

4 .6
***

74 . 2
87 . 5
7U . 4
88 . 3

~M4 M

58 .8
7 L . 4
58 .~
52 .8
**

4 .~

5 . 1

4 .7

5 . 1
*.

8$ . 3
9l . 5
86 . 0
9b . 8
N S

77 . 3
~0 . 6
641
7l A
+

5.3
5 .3
5 .3
5.3

NS

97.4
92 .1
99 .2
93 .5
**

9t .4
8G . 2
92 . 5
903

NS

Vr~y Sure Wi11 t"omplete fli~,~ h Schoo l

White , Non-Hispanic 7 4 .9 83 .8 88 .5 93 .9

Black, Non-H ispan ic 82 .0 87 .2 84 .9 93.~

Hispanic 6 3 .5 72 .4 79 .g 90 . 9

Asian 74 .7 $5 .4 82 . 5 - 83 .$ .

Si~mifieiince ''' ` ~' "" E ~*

+p~0 .10 *p~0 .05 *~` }~ ~OAI ~` ** ~< .001 NS - Not Signi fican f

! S~giiifi~ancc fcve l s rc; llcci r~ciallcl hnic d~l'1'rrcncr~ wi~hi~t ti ! ?S ~;r+~u~ t

r ~ ~ ~ . ~~ r+ ~ ~ ~i m .--- J _ ~ . ._



Appendix'~'ab l e 13 (conii nued) :~
NereepEians of ~du ca tional O pport u nit y

by SES Quart ile and Race/Ethnicity (Weightedj

Hase Year, NELS:88

SES Q uart i Ee

Individual Perceptions Lowes t 2"'' t.uwest 2"`' H i g tiest H ig hest

Ve~y Sure Wr!! Go Beyond High Sc hao!

Whiie, Non-His pan ic
Black , Non - Hispanic
H ispa n ic

A s ian
Sigr~ef icrrn ce

~er~~ Sure Wi ! ! Achieve Educali onal Expec tatio n s

(whrt her HS ~r co llege)
Wh i te , Non-Hispan ic

l3lac k , Non -H ispa n ic
H ispanic

As ian

~i~~rdfCaltCe

Stubilidy oJEducatronal Expecta tions
~x p ec ta C inns increased

Whi te, Non-H ispanic
Black, Non-Hi spanic
Hispanic
Asian

Si~,~~rificrrnee

39 . 7
66 . 3
39. 9
64 . 3

~~*

55 . 0
66. 4
43 . 0
54. 5

***

25 . 9
26.0
23 . 7
31 .2

NS

55 . 3
77.9
47 . 7
55 . ~

+**

60. 9
7b . 7
5G . 2
51 .3

***

~2 .8
40.4
24 .4
3 1 . 8

* * *

64 . 0
7b3
F~Q3
7(l . 2

N S

69. 2
69 . 7
62 . 6
si .~
NS

26.8
24. !
24 .6
22 .7

NS

85 . 8
85 . 1
78. ?
87 . 6
NS

84. Q
$4. 9
75 . 1
~9 . 3
NS

~3.0
1 7 .5
20 .7
1 7 .7

NS

5t«biliry ojEducationa! Expectations
Expectatians decreased

Wh ite, Non-Hispanic 31 .2 27 .4 27 .1 19 . 2
Black, Non-Hispan ic 3G .2 31 .~ 23 . 3 ~ 14 . 3
H ispanic 35 .5 28 .2 24 .5 34 . 5
Asian 19 .6 35 .7 17 .0 20.6

Sigrrfficartce + NS NS *
+p<0 .10 *p<0 .05 **pCpAl *** p<.001 NS - Nat Sig~ificant

~ S ignificance leve l s re f~ee t rac i~ Ve thr►ic di fierences within SES gro u~



Append ix Tabl e B {continued ) :~

Perceptions of 8ducateonal Qpportun ity

by SES Quartile an d Race/Ethnicity (VNeig h ted)
Base Year, NFLS:88 ~

SES Quart i l e

Individual Perce pt ions l,owest 2'~ Lawest 2°d Ei ighest H ighes t

StubiJity of E~luca tianal Expectations
Lxpec tations unc hanged

White, Nnn-Hisp an ic

Black , Non-Hispanic

H ispanic

57 . $
67 . 9
4~ . $

42 . 4
37 . 7
44 . 8

49 .7
28 . 6

~47 . 4

46 . 1
47_ 6
5~ . 9

Asian 49.3 32.5 60.3 61.7

Si~rnifrcance ]JS *** NS ~

+p~0.10 *p~0.45 **p<~.01 *** p<.041 NS - Not SigniScan t

~ Signi~Gancc levels refkct rsciat/ethnic diflerencts within S~i~ ~ ;roup



Append ix "Tabie C :"

Percept~ons o f fJccupa t iona3 D#~portunity

by SES Quarti le and Itace/i:thnicity (We eghted)

Ba se Yea r, NELS:88

SES Quartile

~ ndividua l Pereept ions I.awest 2"d Lawest 2"~ ~~i~; t~esl H i~hes !

Expects Professiona ! Occupation atAge 30

W he#e, Non-Hispan ic
Bla~k , Non-Hispan ic
H ispanic
Asia n

Sl~riif,eance

Ai~crage Mrnimum Educa tion Required for

E.ti~ected Occupation ( !~4)
Whi te, No~- I -l ispani c
B3ack, Nan-Hispanic
Hi s pani c

Asian
Signiftcance

Nc~ecls Brrchelor's Degree for Occ~pational
F,.xpectation

White, Non-Hispanic
Hlack, Non-Hispanic
Hispanic
Asian

Sig,~ r ficance

31 . 1
44 . 7
38 . 3
3~ . 6
NS

z .~
3 . 1
3 . 0
2 . 8

** *

45 . 8
58 . 2
54 . 1
44 .4
#*

42 . t
64.9
~5 .2
70 .8
NS

3 .0

3 .5

3 . l

3 .G
~ *~

58. 3
75 .3
57 . 3
SQ . S

***

49 . I
SA . 2
a~ .2
57.0
NS

3 . 2

3.3

3 . 1

3.2

1~5

fib. 4

68 . 3
57 . 9
67 . 7
NS

59 . 3
68 . 0
59 . 5
68 . d
NS

l5

3 .7

3 .7

3 .8

-i-

79 . 4
85 . 5
$fi . l
88 . 4

NS

Ed~rcatio►ru ! Expeetarions lnsu~crentfvr

~rc •r rpnlional ~x,pecfalions

White, Non-Hispanic ib.2 15.i 8.fi _ 3-S
Black, Non -H ispan ic 14 .4 16.G 7.1 t .7
H ispanic 20.8 1 5 .3 1 ~.9 3.5
As~an 8 .5 45.2 11.7 1. 5

~Sigrreficunce NS * * * NS NS

►-p<p.14 **p<0.4 1 * «M ~.04 1

° Signi ficance leve l s re flZ Ct ra e ial/e thni c differences within SF.~ kma~

'~'abulated by Child 1'rends, Inc .


