SEX AND CONTRACEPTIVE USE:

A Focus on Female Hispanic Adolescents
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But those who have had sex report relatively low levels of contraceptive use
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Hispanic teens are less likely than white teens to have used the pill, ~ Older Hispanic teens were much more likely to have used the 1UD or

but more likely to have used IUDs or injectables™ injectable, but many of them get the IUD after they have had a birth.>
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* Hispanics significantly different than whites **Hispanics significantly different than whites & blacks
+ Among sexually active teens
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High levels of teen childbearing among Hispanics highlight the need for efforts to help delay and reduce
levels of sexual activity and increase contraceptive use. The relatively low levels of contraceptive use among
Hispanics suggests the need for interventions that promote knowledge of, comfort with, and access to a
range of highly-effective contraceptive methods. To be most effective, these efforts should be combined
with efforts to delay sexual activity and be targeted to teens prior to their initiating sex or having children.
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