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GOALS OF THE STUDY

• to u se ava ilabie survey data to describe characte ristics o#

welfare fam~lies that are re[evant to the Family Suppor~ Act ~FSA )

• to determine what #he characteristics of weifare families imply fo r

the impieme~ta#ian a~ the FSA and efforts to break the cycle of

poverty

• to prov ide benchmark data tha# w i ~l permit an appraisal af ~h e

effects o# the FSA in the future



RELEVANT CHARACTERISTICS ~ F

WELFARE F~4MILIES

• Basic demographic i nfarmat ion

~ Employment-refevant attributes of AFDC adults

• Qua i ities of the home en~ironments in which AFDC chi i d~en are
being raised

• Indicators of the develvpment and well-being of AFDC children



DEMOGRAPHIC INFORMATIO N

• Number of famiiies by ages of chiidren and parent (s)

• Fam ily size and compositio n

• Age and mar i#a! status of mother at birth of first ch i ld

• Ethnic make-up of welfare population

~ Residential patterns

• Geograph ic mob i l ity



AFi]C ADULTS AS POTENTIAL EMPL~YEE5

• Educationai attainment

- Intetlectua! abil~ty/academic ach ie~ement

• Vocational training

~ Employment experienc e

• Att~tudes about employment

~ Seif-esteem

• Physical ar emo#ional d ~sab i tity

• Alcohol and drug abuse



J

THE HOME ENVIRONMENTS IN WHIC H

AFDG CHILDREN ARE BEING RAISE D

• Physical safety

• Orderliness and stab i lity

• ~ntellectual stimulatio n

• Emotianal support

• Access to medical care



~EYE~OPMENT AND WELL-BE1NG

QF AFDC CHI LDR EN

• Phys icai hea~th

• Academic achievement

• Problem beha rrior and emotional health

• Social deve~opment



SOURCES OF SURVEY DATA

• National I n#egrated Qual ity Contral System (QCS)

~ National Longitudinal Survey of Labor Market Exper ience of
You#h ~NLSY ~

• Current Population Su nrey (CPS~

• National Health Interview Survey on Child Health (NHIS-CH)



COMPARISON GROUP S

• A~I famil ies with children

• Famil ies ~elow official poverty line that have not
received welfare in past year (poor , non-welfare
fam ilies}

• Famil ies at or abo~e official poverty line {non-poor
families }

• Women who have not (yet) had chi[dren (non-moth~rs)



SELECTED FINDING S

-QEMOGRAPHIC -

~ WELFARE FAM I LIES ARE SMALLER THAN GENERALLY
BELIEVED

- mean number o~ ch ildren in AFDC famiiies w ith
children 0 - ~ 7 = 2 .50

- mean for non-poor fam ilies = 2 .38

- 639~o af AFDC fam i lies ha~e o~ly 1 or 2 children

- 1~°/a have 4 or more chiidren

IUTAJORITY OF WELFARE FAMILIES BEGAN WITH A TEEN BIRT H

- 59% of AFDC mothers were 19 or younger at birth of
first child

- 13% were 24 ar aide f

- 25% af non-po~r mothers were 19 or yaunger at bir~h
af first chil d

- 41 °/a were 24 or olde r

• AT LEAST HALF ~F WELFARE M~THERS WERE NEVER
MARRIED TQ FATHER QF THE CHILD

- same true of only 5% of ~non-poor mothers



SELECTED FINQING S

- EMPLOYMENT-RELATED -

• EDUCATION LEVELS 4F WELFARE MOTHERS ARE H ~ GHER
TMAN GENERALLY BELIEVED , BUT STILL CaMPARATIVELY
LOW

- majarity of AFDC mothers with children 0-y 7 have completed
high schooi vr GED

- 13°fo have some college educatio n

- 46% of AFDC mothers ha~e not finished high schoo l

- same true of only 13% of non-poor mothers

• PERFQRMANCE ~F WELFARE M4THERS ON ACADEMlC TESTS
1 S WE~.L B~LOW AVE i~AGE

- on IQ-#ype scale , mean score o# AF1]C mothers aged 22 -30
on Armed Forces Qualifying Test = 86

- mean of non-poor mothers = 9 9

- mean of non-mothers = 104

- 47% of AFDC mothers score more than one standard
devia#ion below overail mean

- 23% score at or above mean

- mast would not qua~ify for U .S . Armed Farces



EMPLOYMENT-RELATED FiNDINGS (con#inued }

• MOST WELFARE MOTHERS HAVE HAD SOME WORK
EXPERIENCE , BUT NOT MUC H

- mean number af weeks worked in last 5 years by AFDC
mothers aged 22-30 = 59

- 20°/p worked 2 years or more

- mean weeks worked by non-poor mo~hers = 15 5

- 71 % worked 2 years or more

• MOST WQMEN WITH CHlLDREN AGED 3-5 ARE IN LABQR
FORCE, BUT ONLY A MINORITY OF AFDC MOTHERS AR E

- 599~0 of non-poor mo#hers with children aged 3-5
are currently empioye d

- 3% are looking for work

- 21 °lo of mothers with children aged 3-5 who have
rece ived AFDC in past year are currently empioye d

- 11 % are l ooking for work



H~ME ENVIR~NMENTS tN WHICH

AFDC CHILDREN ARE R.AISED

• MAJORITY ARE IN HOMES THAT PROVIDE LITTLE iNTELLEC -
TUAL STIMULATIQN

- fifi°/Q of AFDC ch ildren aged 3-5 are in famiiies that score low
vn " HOME Scale ," an index o# parerrtal practices #hat correlate
with school achievement

- Only 42% have mothers wha read to them 3 times a week or
more -

- 55~/a are in homes where N is on 7 hours a day or mor e

• NON•WELFARE P~OR FAMILi ES ALS~ PROVIDE RELATIVELY
L~TTLE 1NTELLEGTUAL STIMULATION TQ THElR CHILDREN

~



HEALTH-RELATED ASPECTS O F

HOME ENUIRONMENT

• BOTH AFDC AND NON-WELFARE PQ~R FAMILIES C011AE aUT
BADLY ON INDI~ATQRS OF HEALTH PROMOTIDN AN~ INJURY
PREVENTION .

- 56°/Q of AFDC children (ages 0 - ~ 7 ) ha~e adult smoker in
household

- same is true of 50°/n of non-welfare poor ch ~ldren ,
versus 39% of non-poor children

- 45% of AFDC children do not use sea~ belts regularl y

- same ~s true of 44 percent o~ non-wel~are poo r

- 27% of non - poor children don 't use seat be~ts



ACCESS TO MEDICAL CARE

• WELFARE GHILDREN COME 4UT S1GNlF1CANTLY BE 'iTER
THAN NQN -WELFARE P4~R CHILDREN ON INDICATORS OF
ACCESS TO PREVENTIVE CAR E

- 64% of AFQC chi~dren (ages 3-17) have seen a dentist in last
12 months

- Only 4~% of non-we[fare poor have had dentat care within yea r

- 74% o# non-paor children have had dental car e

- Twice as m~ny non -welfare poor ch ildren have nat seen a
doctor in 2 years or more :

-13% of non-AFDC poor children (ages 0-17}

-6% of AFDG children

-8% of nvn -paor ch i ldren



DEVELOPMENT QND WELL-BEING

OF AFDC GHILDREN

• WELFARE CHILDREN ARE SIGNIFIGANTLY LESS HEALTHY
THAN NON-P40R CHILDRE N

- 39°/0 of AFDC children rated in " Excellent" heaith ,
versus 57 °!0 of non -poor chiidren so rated

- 7°lv of AFDC children in "Fair" or "Poor" healfh ,
versus oniy 2% of non -poar children

• WELFARE CHILDREN AR~ TINICE AS LlKELY T~ FAIL IN
SCHOOL

- By teen years (ages 12-17), 36% of AFDC teens have repea#ed
a grade

- 17% o# non-poor teens have repeated



DEYEL~PMENT ANn WELL -BEING

OF AFDC CHILDREN ~cor~tinued)

• WELFARE CHILDREN ARE MORE LIKELY TD PRESENT SERIOUS
CONDUCT AND DISCIPLINE PROBLEM S

- 23% of AFDC teens have been suspended or expel~ed from
school at Eeas~ once

-~ 0% of non-poor teens have ever been susp~nded or expefled

- NUN-WELFARE P40R CH~LDREN SHO1N ABOUT SAME LEVEL
OF HEALTH, LEARNlNG AND BEHAVIaR PROBLEMS AS AFDC
CHlLDREN



~MPLICATIONS FOR FAMILY SUPP~RT ACT

~ DIVERSITY OF AFDC POPULATI~N CREATES LIKELIHO~D OF
DIFFERENTIAL IMPACTS

- Obv ious possibilit ies for "creaming " by state program s

- Greatest opportunity for constructive change may I~e in that
segment of the AFDC parent populatian that falis between thase
who are readily empioyable and those who present formidable
challenges to emRloyment

• C~NCERN THAT FSA WILL CONVERT WELFARE P04R ~ NTQ
WORKING P~OR

• SUGGESTION THAT WELFARE-TO-WORK PROGRAMS SHQULD
AIM AT PRE~ARING AFDC MOTHERS ~OR N~N-TRADITIONAL,
BLUE-C~JLLAR TRADE S

• NEED FC~R PARENTING EDUCATiON , FAMILY LiTERAGY, OR
HIGH-QUALfTY CHILD GARE T~ COMPENSATE FQR
DEFICIENCIES ~N H~ME ENVIR~NMENTS ~F AFDC CHILDREN

• DATA SUPP4RT CUNCERNS ABOUT POSSIBLE NEGATIVE
EFFECTS ON CHILDREN 'S HEALTH CARE OF L4SS O~
MEDICAID BENEFITS



Table A1 . Demographic Characteristics of Mothers in AFDC Families,

Poor Non-AFDC Families, and Non-Poor Fami~ies, Families with

Children 0-17 Years Old, Uni~ed States, Z988 .

Mother's Educa~3an Leve ~.
Grade 5chaol Only
Same High School
High School Graduate
Some College
College Graduate
Graduate Schaol

Labor Force Status of Mother

Employe d

Unemploped
~ Not in labor force
No Mother Figure in Household
Mother zxnder 28 years

AFDC
Familie s

12 .O X

33 . 5X
41 .1z
~.z .lz

.9z

.4Z

ioo .oz

Poor
Non-AFDC
Families

17 . OX

' 27 . 2X
41 .4I
~o .iz
z .9z
1 .3Z

~.ao . oz

Non~Poar
Familie s

3 .7X
a .s z

43 . 7 I
2z .w z
i3 .oz
8 .3 X

ioo .oz

45 .1I
~ .9 z

44 .6I
i . iz
1 .3x

iao .oz

5 .5 ~

iz .6z
43 .3Z
20 .SX
i1 .ox
. ~ .o x

Zao .o x

23 .5X
io .iz
65 .O z

.3Z

1 .3Z

ioa .oz

A~e of Bio Mother At Sirth_of First Child

Under 18 30.1X

18-19 29.fl~

20-23 28.aZ

24-29 9. flX

30 ar older 4 .flX
100 .0Z

Bio MothEr and Father Ever Married
Yes .
No

Current Marital Status of Mother

Never Married

Married
Divcsrced
Separated
Widowed
No mother figure in household

50 .4X
49 .6Z

laa .oz

31 . 1X

31 . 5 Z

zo .~z
15 . 3 x

i :iz
. 3x

ioo .oz

65 .1I
z .as

30 .7I
i .zz
.z z

ioo .a z

AlI Fami-
lies with

Facus Child
AEed 0-1 7

59 .6X
3 .9x

35 .1Z
i .iz
.4X

300 .O I

26 .4Z 8 .9 Z 12 .4X
24 .7Z 15 .9 Z ~7 .9 X
31 .IZ 34 .4X 33 .5 X
14 . 5z 33 .2x 29 . 4 X
3 . 3Z 7 .fiX 6.9X

ioo .oz ioo .oz ioo .oz

83 .3Z
16 .7X

ioo .ox

95 .SX
4 .5X

ioo .oz

90 .1X
9 .9Z

~.oo .oz

s :~z
63 .3X
14 .9I
9 .bX
2 .5I
i .zz

iao .ox

1 . 6x

as .~z
5 .5Z
z .z~
.sz

i .~x
ioo .oz

S .Ox

ai .sz
7 .~z
4 .oz
i .oz
~ .~x

iao .oz

Source : Child Trends . Inc . . analqsis of data from 1988 Nationa~ Health
Intervie~v Burvey of Child Health~ Division of Health xnterview
Statistics~ National Center for Health Statistics .



Table A2 . Demograghic Characteristics of Mothers in AFDC Fami~ies,
Poor Nan-AFDC Families, and Non-Poor Familie s , Families wi th
Children 3-5 Years Old, United States, 1998 .

Mother's Education Level

Grade Schoal On1y

Some High Schoo l

High School GraduaLe
some col lQge
Col2ege Graduat e

Graduate School

Labor Force Status of Mother
Employed
Unemploqed
t3ot in labor forc e
Ho Mother Figure in Fiousehold

AFDC
Familie s

iz .oz
32 .1~
4I .b~

I3 .2X
1 .O X

.Z x
ioo .o x

Paor

Non-AFDC

Familie s

is .2z
z4 .s x
46 .OI

6 .1Z

5 . 2Z

.az
ioo .oz

Non-Poor
Familie s

2 .sz
7 .8I

4 2 .6X

22 .7z

35 .Ox

9 .3z
loa .o z

37 .5 X

i2 .iz
4 9 . 2X
1 .3 X

~aa .ox

~ .~z
11 .6X

4z .az
2Q .5x
12 .8X

~ .6z
~.ao .oz

2 o .az
10 .7X

68 .1X

.5X
ioo,o z

A e of Sio Mother At Birth of Fi~st Child

Under 18 28.5 X

18-14 29.3 Z

20-23 3I.O I
a4-z~ 7.3 X
30 or older 3.9X

1oo .oz

Bia Mother and Father Ever Marriec3

Ye s

No

Current T~farital Status of Mother
Never Marr i ed

Marr i ed
Divar c ed
Separat ed
Widowed

Na mothe r figure in housshold

45 .6I
54 .4 1

~oo .o z

34 .2Z
31 .8X
z2 .oz
10 .6X

.~x

.SX
ioo .ox

59 .I~
Z .s~

37 . 1~

1 .1I

ioa .ox

All Fami-
Iies with
Focus Child

A~ed 3- 5

53 .3I
4 .3 z

41 .3 Z
~ .i z

ioo .oz

29 .OI 7 .1X 11 .~ X

2S . 3Z 11.3X 14 . 3Z

25 .9X 30.1X 29 .9~

16 .7% 41.3X 35 .7 ~
3.1Z 10.2X 9 . O Z

ioo .oz ioa .az ~oo .o x

8 ~. . 4X
18 . 6X

ioo .o~

9 6 .OZ
4 . OZ

iao .oz

89 :3Z
io .~z

ioo .os

14 .8Z

fi9 .6X

i~. .4~

6 .2z
.7z

1 . 3x
ioo .oz

i .sz
90 .2X
4 .OX

2 .~z
.6z

i .2z
a.aa .oz

5 .7X

82 .3 Z

6 .S X
3 . sx

. sz
i .iz

iao .oz

Source : Chi1d Trends, Inc ., analyais of data from 19B8 National Health
~nterview Survey of Child Health, Division of Heal~h Interview
Statistics, National Center for Hea~th Statistics .



Table B1 . Demographic Characteristics of AFDC Families, Poor Non-AFDC

~amilies, and Non-Poor ~amil~ea, Familiea with Children

Aged 0-17 Years Old, United States, 1988 .

Al1 Fami-
Poar Zies with

AFDC Non-AFDC Non-Poar Focus Chi~d
Families Fauni.lies Families Arzed 0-1 7

Race and Hisvanic QriQin (Child's)

White Non-Hispani.c

Black 13on-Hispanic
Hispani c
Asian, Pacific Islander

American Iadian, Othe r

Familv Structure

Biological mother oniy

Biological mother and father

Bio mother and stepfather

Grandparenti s

Adoptive parent s
Bio father and stepmother
Bio].agicai father only
otb~ r

Numher of Children in Familv

One

1~ao -

Three

Four

Five or more

42 .8 Z

3~ .oz
16 .6 X

z .5z
i .iz

ioo .oz

b5 .6X

17 .9X

6 .Sx

4 .5Z

.6 X

.sz

.4Z
4 . oz

ioo .oz

51 . 8 Z

za .zz
zo .~z
i .oz
2 .3z

zoo .ox

34 .OX
49 .1I
7 .3 Z

2 .4 Z

.4 x

1 .4x
. 9Z

a .5z
iao .oz

79 . 4X

e .a z
9 .zz
z .s z
.6 z

ioo .o z

10 .1I

72 .9X

9 .4x
.sz

1 .2~
~ .~z
1 .3z
3 .iz

iao .az

73 .4 X

iz .ax
io .$ z
z .~z
.ez

ioo .oz

17 .3z
65 ~ . 7x

s . ~z
~. .3 x
1 .1 Z

~ .az
i .2z
3 .3z

~oo .oz

6 . 5X
s~ .3z
23 . 5I
9 .iz
4 .7~

~oo .oz

S .O X
48 .3 ~

27 .7z

12 .4 X

~ .~z
ioa .az

i .6z
68 .5z
zz .zz
5 .7I
z .az

ioo .az

Number of Times Maved Since Birth
I~a~e 22.3Z 26 .3X 35 .OX
Qnce 18.3Z 19 .3Z 23 .7Z
~vice 13.3X 16 .2Z 11 .8Z

Three 15.9X 10 .6X 11.2Z

Four or more times 30,1x 27 .6X 18 .4X

100 .Ox lOD .OZ 100.OX

Related Adult Female Present in Househo ~.d

Yes _ 12.4I I0 .2X 7.9I
Na 87.6x 89.8X 92.1X

ion .oz ~.oo .oz Loo .oz

Z .sz
65 . 7I
a~ .e z
6 .5 I
Z .~ z

iao .az

33 . 1Z

22 . 8x

12 . 3I
11 .6Z

za .2x
iao .ax

B .SZ

91 .5Z
ioo .oz

(continued)



Table B1 . Demographic Characteristics of AFDC Families, Poor Non-AFDC
Families, and Non-Poor Families, Families with Children
Aged 0-17 Years ald . United States, 1988 (continued) .

Parent Education Level

Grade School On1y

Some High Sctzool
High School Graduate

Some Colleg~

College Graduate

Graduate School

AFDC
Familie s

9 .7X

29 .5X

44 .5x

14 .1 Z

~ .3x
.sz

ioo .oz

Poor
Non-AFDC
Familiea

Non-Poor
Families

All Fami-
liss with

Focus Child

Af~ed 0-17

3 . fi %
a .~z

37 . 1X
zz .az
14 .~z
13 . 8Z

~ .oo . oz

Combined Labor Force Status

of Parents

~ao Parents in Household :
- Father emp~.oqed, mother noti

in labor force
- Father unemploqed, mother nflt

in labor force
- Both currently employed

r

- Both in labor farce,
one or both unemployed

- Mother in iabor Earce,
father not

- Neither in iabor force
Single Parent in Household :
- Not in labor £orce
- Curzently emploped

- Currently unemploged

Fan~ilv InCOme
a $5 , OO Q

~$ 5 ,OQ0 - 9 , 999

$ 1 0 .000 - 1~+, 999

$15 . 000 - Z9 , 999

$2a,000 - 34 ,999
S3s,ooo or more

~.i .sx
23 . 4X
44 .sz
14 . 4 X
~ .~z
Z .iz

loa .o z

12 .9x 25 .6Z

2 .7 Z 3 .0~

8 .9Z 20 . 7~

3 .5z 7 .6Z

3 .5z 4 . 4i

9 .2Z 6 . 2Z

4]. .2X 11 .OZ

11 .3x 18 . 1x
6 .7X 3.2x

iaa .oz iao .ox

31 .5Z

38 .aI

15 .2Z

6 .6 x

5 .9 x
Z .gz

ina .az

22 . 6X

41 . 1X

32 . 7I

3 . 3Z
.3x

ioa .ox

z .iz
4 .8 Z

3 5 .5X

24 .5Z

is .6z
16 .~z

loo .oz

28 .2I 26 .SX

.4x .eX
54 .5Z 47 .5X

3 .bX 3.9X

~. .~z z.oz
.7 I 1 . 9X

1 .6X 6 .1X

9 .1 I lO .Oz

. 3Z I .lx
iao.oz ~oo .oz

. 3~

4 .1 I

11 .4 X

36 . 9 x

4 7 . 3 5

lao .oz

S . OX
7 .5x

7 . 7 Z

10 . 3 X

so .~x
3B . 9I

ioa .oz
Fa~i.lv Has Te~.e~hone
Yes 72 .7I 71.~X 96 .5x 92 .Zx
No 27 .3X 29.OZ 3.5Z 7 .Sx

ioo .az iao .oz i a a .o s iaa .oz

Source : Child Trends, Inc ., analyais of data £rom 1988 Natioaal Health
Interview Survey of Child Health, - Aiviaion o£ Heelth Interview
Statistics , National Center Eor Health Statistics .



Table B2 . Demo~raphic Characteristics o~ AFDC Famiiiea, Poor Non-AFDC
Fami.~iss, and Nan-Paar Families, Families with Children
Aged 3-5 Years Old, United States, 1988 .

Race and Hispanic Ori~in (Chi1d's)

White Non-Hispanic

Black Non-~iispanic
Hispanic
Asian . Pacific Islander
America~ Indian, athe r

Familv Structur e
~ BiolagicaJ. mother only

Biolo~ical mothar and father
Sio mother and stepfather
Grandparent s
Adoptive parent s
Bio fathec and stepmother

Biological father only

Othe r

Number o~ Children in Family

One

T`rrra

Three

Four

Five or more

Poor

AFDC Non-AFDC Non-Poor

Families Families Famil ie s

49 .IZ

31 .8Z

17 .OI

i .s z
.bS

ioo .o z

53 . OZ

19 . 8X

23 . 4X

3 . 7I

140 .OZ

80 . 4X
~ .zz
8 . 6L

3 .5 Z
.3 x

iao .~ z

65 .SX

19 .9 x

6 . 1z

2 .$ X
2 .1~

. 5X

.Zz
2 .9z

ioo .az

S .SX

si .9z
Zz . 9I
s .9 z

' 4 .O X
ioo .oz

27 . 1Z
57 . fi Z
7 . 3 ~
z .iz
.oz
. 0~

a. . 3z
~ .sz

loo .oz

4 .OX

6o .3z
23 .3X

~ .ix
3 .4x

ioo .oz

8 .9Z

81 .OX

4 .4X
.9X

i .2z
.3X

1 .3Z
a .iz

140 .O I

1 .3 z

74 .4 X

ae .9z
w .oz
1 . 4 X

ioo .o z

Number bf Times Moved Since Birt h
None 17.OX 25 .Sx 41 .1X
Once ~ 19.BZ 17 .3I 26 .6T

Ttirice 15. SZ 20 . 9x 13 . Oz

Three 20.9X 10 .7X 9,21

Four or more times 26 .8X 25 .6X 10 .1X

100 .OX 100 .aX 100 .Oz

Related Adult Female Present in Househol d

Yes 9.4Z 5.5X 6 .QZ
No 9a.6X 94 .5Z 94 .OZ

iaa .az iao .oz ioo .oz

All Fami-
lies with

Focus Child
Ar~ed 3-5

75 . Oz
~o .sz
1Q .6Z

3 .ox
. 6X

ioo .ax

16 .4x

72 .5 ~

4 .8X
~ .zz
~ .Zz
.3 Z

i .zz
z .~ z

ia a .a z

2 .OX
~z .o x
i~ .s z
4 .7~
1 .8 I

~oo .o z

~~ .~z
z5 .2z
13 .ez
10 . 5~

13 .1X
i oo .oz

6 .3Z
93 .7 Z

100 .O x

(continued}



Table B2 . Demographic Charactesistics of AF~C Families, Paor Non-AFDC

Families, and Non-Foor Fami.lies, Families with Children

Aged 3-5 Years Old . United States, 1988 (cantinued) .

Paxent Education Leve1
Grade School On7.y
Some High Schoo~
High Schoal Graduate
some college
College Graduate

Graduate School

AFDC

Familie s

9 .1 X

z~ .az
45 .iz
~.s .gx

~. . os
1 .Zx

i00 .0I

Poor

Non-AFDC

Families

Nan-Poor
Families

All Fami-
Iies with

Focus Child

A1~ed 3- 5

2 .SX
s .4z

s~ .oz
~z .oz
1 5 .7z

14 .4 I

ioo .o z

Combined Labor Force Status

of Parents

Two Parents in Household :
- Father emplaped, mother not

in iabor farce

- Father unemplayed, mother not

in iabor force

- Both currently employed

- Both in iabar force~

one or both unemployed

- Mother in Iabor ~orce,
father not

- Nea.ther in labor force
Single Parent ia Household :
- Not in 3.abor £orce
- Currentiy employed
- Current~q unemployed

Famiiy Incame
< $ 5 ,000

$ 5,040 - 9,99 9

$10 ,0 00 - 14, 999

$15 ,0 00 - 19 , 499
$20 , 000 - 34 , 999
$35,0 00 or more

16 .O Z 2 7 . 9X

3 .6Z 6 . 9Z

10 .3Z 19 .2Z

3 .4x 9 . 9X

9 . 9X
21 . 7Z
50 .9X
ii .az
3 .7I

z .o z
ioo .oz

i .ox
4 . 4X

34 .7I
z3 .9 z
is .~z
i7 .3z

ioo .oz

34 .8 ~ 3 2 .2Z

. 3Z l .l~

50 .0 ~ 4 3 .4Z

3 .9 I 4 .3 X

Z .zz 1.4X 1 .1Z
4 .ez 4.4X .5 I

43 .9~ 10 .7x 1 .6 X
8 .5Z 16 .7Z 7 .8 Z
7 .3X 2.9X .l Z

ioo .oz ioo.ox ~oo .a z

24 .1I

36 .7~

16 .3Z

8 .7I
5 .7Z
3 .5 x

ioo .o z

Ze .~x
38 . 4X
29 .9X
3 .OI

ioa .oz

.3 z
4 . 61

12 .4X

39 . 5x

43 . 2Z

ioo .az

1 .2X

1 .3 X

5 . 9I
8-. 5 Z
i .iz

~oo .a z

s .5z
7 . 3X

7 .9x

11 . 3x

32 .5Z

35 . 4I

ioo .ox

Familv Has Telenhone
Yes 73.6z 66 .8x 96 .OZ 91. 5X
No 2d .4X 33 .2x 4 . O Z $ .SI

~oa .oz ioo.az ioo .oz ioo.oz

Source : Child Trends, Inc ., analysis of data from 1988 Natianal Health
Interview Survey of Chi ld I~ ea l th * Division of HeaZth Interview
Statistic s, Natianal Center for Health Statisti~s .



TABL& 4 : Staadardized AFQT Scnre~ af AP'DC Mothers, Non-AFDC Mothers, aad Ti'amen

Stithout Childsea, II .S . Txomen Aged 22-30, 1987 .

Iateilectval Achievement

Meaa A~QT S core

Standard Deviati on

Percent ~i,ri .th scorea :
more than 1 SD below ufean
wi thin 1 SD helow mean

within 1 SD above mean

mo re than 1 SD ahove mean

Unweighted N

AFDC
l~tothers

8~

15

Poor, Not Not Poor,

on AFDC No AFDC

86 99

15 14

47x 43 Z

31 34

21 22

2 2

101X 101X

578 3 6 5

15Z

33

36

15

99 I

2 ,053

Non-

Mother s

104

13

~.x
Womeu

iao
1 5

4X 16X

22 27

44 38
25 19

ioox iooz

Tau b = . 272, p < . 001

2, 180 5, 186

SOURCE: Child Trends, Inc ., analys i s of data from the National Langitudinal
Su rvey oE La bor Market Experience oE Youth ( NLSY) . AFQT adminis tered in 198Q .



TABLE 5 . A~erage AFQT S cores ( S tandardized) of All Wa~en and e,ITDC Mothers
ia Different ~ccupatiaaal Classes and Proportions oflbFDC ~M~thers With Test
Scores S3mui.lar To Those Of Wumea In Each Class , II.S . 1~vmen Aged 22 - 3 fl ,
I987 .

MEAN
AFQT RANGE

GROIIP SCORE ~+/- 1 S .D .1
ALL WOMEN (n a 5,3b9) 100 85 - IIS

AFDC MOMS (n = 597 )

OCCIIPATIONAI.
CL~S S

Manual. Operatives
Household Woricers
Crafts & Construction
Service Occu~ations
Clericai/ Secretarial
Sales Warkers
ManagementJAdminstrtve
Professional/Technical

85

91
95
95

9 6
101
104
].05
108

P~CCEN'T~GE OF
Ar •r. AFDC MOMS
SiITS TEST

SC08ES IN 08
ABOVE RaNG$

71 - 101 8 k Z

77 -
78 -

80 -
8I -
98 -

91 -
93 -
95 -

~. 05
112
10 8
iii
11~
117
117
120

69 I
d~z
63Z
60Z
45X
39X
35Z
29 x

:



TABLE 6 . Nark, iTe~fare . and Yocational TraiII].Ilg Ezperience In Last

Five Years af Mothera Nho Eeceived did ta Familiea ~rith Depeadent

Children (~FDC) in Past Year . Mothers Belo9r Paverty Line i ~Thn Did Not
8eceive A~DC, Mothers Ii6o Were Not Below . Pover~y Liae and Did Not

geceive AFDC, and Non-Mottiera, Q .S . i~om.ea Aged 22-30, 1987 .

POOE, NON-POOE ,

!lFDC NON-APDC NON-AFDC NON- 9LL
CHABACTE~ISTIC HOTHE85 MaT~s MOTHLBS MOT~s WoMF.~1

Proportion in Population 7Z 5X 40X 48% 100 %

100Z lOQX 100X 140% 100Z

Number of Weeks Worked

In Past Five Years ~

Nane 27X

1- 51 (< 1 Year) 30Z

52 - 103 (1 - <2 Years) 23 X
I04 - 208 (2 - 4 Xears) 16x

209f (>4 Years) 4Z

Mean No . Weeks Worked 59

Standard Deviation 64

Number of Months

Received AF~C In

Past Five Years

None OX

1- 12 (Year or less) Z1Z

13 - 24 (>1 - 2 Years) 18X

25 - 36 (~2 - 3 Years) 15X

37 - 60 (> 3 Years) 46X

Received One or More Year s

of Government Jab Training
Zn Past Five Year s
Yes 17X

No 83A

Unweighted N 578

13X 5X 1X 5 X

24 I lOX 4X ~ 9X

19Z 13X 6X 11X
31X 37Z 31z 92X
12z 34Z 59z 43X

Tau c = . 329 , p < .001

99

80

69X

15X

~z
7z
zz

155

$3

90X

~z
zz
~z
iz

200

66

99X

1 6 7

84

87~

~z
3z
az
4 X

11X 4X 5X S%
89Z 96X 95X 95X

Tau c = - .036 . p < .001

365 2 ,063 2 ,180 5 , 18 b

SOURCE : Ch31.d Trende, based on publ3 .c use files from the National Longi-
tudinal 5urvey of Labor Nlarket E~perience of Youth (NLSY), 1983-87 data .



Table C . Health Status, Health Insurance Coverage, and Health-Related Aspects
of Home Environment, AFDC Chxldren~ ~oor, Non-AFAC Children . and
non-Poor Chii~ren, Children 17 Years nf Age and Under, United
States, 1988 .

All Ages All Ages Ages Ages Ages Ages
0-17 3-17 0-5 6-17 6-11 12-17

Excellent Health Status

All Children

AFDC
Poor~ no AFDC
Non Poor

FairJPoar Health 5tatus

All Children

~~
Poar . na AFDC
Non Poor

Activitv Limitation

All Childret~

aFnc
Poor . no AFDC
Non Paor

Dentel Care in Last Year

AlI Children

A~DC
Poor~ no AFDC
Non Poor

53 .1 I

39 . 1X
3B . 6i
56 . 6x

2 .B Z

6 . Si
5 . 6 1
z .iz

5 .5i

8 .55
6 .fi~
5 .Q1

na

na
na
na

52 . 9x

38 . 2x
36 . 7x
56 . 5x

2 .~ z

6 . bZ
5 . 2 i
2 .os

6 .3X

l0 .lx
7 .7x
5 .7 x

7a .4z

64 .3Z
47 .1x
73 .7 I

53 .5I

41,3~
44 .8x
56 .7 x

~ . or

5 .8Z
6 .UI
2 .zx

3 . zz

5 . QZ
4 . oi
2 . 8!

na

na
na
na

52 . 8X

37 . 3x
35 . OI
56 . 5 X

z .7z

~ .ax
5 . 4I
a .o x

6 . 9i

11 . 4 X
6 .2 i
6 . 2 i

74 . 9X

67 . 9 z
4 8 . 4x
78 . bZ

53 . OX

34 . 6X
37 . 51
56 . 6X

Z .a z

~ .~ x
S .Ox
1 .fiI

6 .7Z

12 .2x
5 .4x
6 .1x

~s .sz

~~ .7z
50 .bX
79 .9X

52 .7I

34 .4 Y
32 .3 r
56 .4 X

3 . OZ

7 .4 Z
~ .sz
2 . 3i

~ .oz

i0 . 3x
11 . 2x
6 . 3~

74 .1 i

fi6 .8 Z
4 6 .6 x
77 .3I

(continued)



Tab1e C . ~ealth Status, Heaith Insuran~e Coverage~ and Health-Related Aspects
of Hame Environment, AFDC Children , Paor~ Non-AFDC Children~ and
non-Poor Chiidren, Children 17 Year s of Age and Under , United
Stakes, 1988 .'

(continued )

Health Insurance Covera~e

Al1 Children

AFDC
Poor, ao AFDC
Non Poo r

Mediceid Covera¢e

All Children

AFDC
Poar, no AFDC
Non Ponr

Uses Seatbe~t

All Children

AFDC
Ponr . no AFDC
Non Poor

Shares Sedroom with Pacent

All Children

AFDC
Poo[~ no AFDC
Non Poor

75 .4I

ZZ .zz
a2 .~z
86 .2Y

13 . 2Z

88 . 3 Z
~a .a z
2 . 4 x

69 . 9x

55 . OZ
56 . 2i
73 . 3 X

9 .6Z

Zo .~x
16 .7x
7 .5x

~~ .~ z

21 . 4i
44 . 3i
87 . O X

~.Z .~ z
SS . lI
17 . SZ
2 . O z

65 .7 i

49 . G X
~e .~ z
b9 . 3 Z

5 .3Z

io .2z
10 .7I
4 .1i

~Z .sz

Z~ .~x
39 .O x
84 .3Z

16 . ST

64 . 6I
zs .o x
3 .3 i

82 . 2 Z

6~ .~z
7o .s x
86 .O I

21 .1x

37 .7X
33 .7x
16 .9x

77 .2Z

Zo .az
45 .0#
87 .2 X

11 . 2x

87 . 3x
16 . 5 I
1 . 9 X

62 . 7 ~

a5 .sz
47 .5 I
66 .3 I

3 . ZX

7 . 1x
y . Ox
2 . 3 Z

Source : Child Trends~ Inc ., analqsis of data from 1988 National Health
Irttervtew Survey of Child Health, Dfvision of Health Interviec ~r
Statistics~ Natfonal Center for sealth Statistics .

7fi . 5I

s~ .sr
48 . 2z
87 . 7 x

12 .2~

86 .3Z
17 .9Z
1 .3x

65 . 7X

45 . 6I
47 . 1x
70 . 7 ~

4 . ei

10 . 1I
l0 . li
3 . SX

77 . 81

zi .ix
41 . 3Z
86 .8 1

1~ . 3x

BB . 6x
14 . 9I
2 .4i

59 .7x

44 .~X
48 .OI
fi2 .2~

1 .5x

3 . 2x
3 . 4Z
i .2z



, Table D. Achievement and School Discipline Problems of AFDC Children . Poar,

Non-AFDC Children, and Non-Poor Children, Children Aged 6-17,

IInited States, 1988 .

Achievement/Behanior
Indieator ~

Groun of Children

Repeated a Grade

Al1 Children

AFDC

Poor, no AFDC

Non Poo r

Mean Class Standin~ Itatine

All Children

AF17C

Poor, no AFDC

Non ~oor

Learnin¢ Disabilitv

A11 Children

AFDC

Poor, nc AFDC

Non Poor

Called in for Teacher Conf .

A}.I Children

AFDC

Poor, no AFDC

Non Poor

Susuended from Sclxool

A~.1 Children

AFDC
Paor, na AFDC
Non Poor

Ages Ages

6- 17 6-8

15 .6I 8 . 5~

31 .25 17 . 7I

25 .4I 10 . 9Z

23 .9X 5 . 9X

2 .2

2 .5
2 .4
2 .2

2 .0

2 .3
2 .3
2 . 0

y .sz

io .~ x
s .~z
~ .~ z

i~ .~z

Z s .o z
21 .4X
16 .35

w .az

e .iz
3 . 8X

a .az

13 . Ox

19 .3~

Zo .iz
ii .~z

Ages Ages

9-11 12-17

17.5x 20 .1Z

39 .ax 36.1x

32 .2I 32.2~

13 .2~ 1~.4z

2 . 1

2 .4

2 . 3

2 . 1

2 . ~►

Z .8

2 .6

2 . 3

s .6 z

i4 .~ z
9 .9x
7 .8~

16 .7Z

Z3 . 4Z

i~ .e~
16 .OZ

s .az

ii .~z
9 .8x
8 .4 x

20 .5Z

32 .~x

25 .8Z

is .az

7 .1i .8X 3.1Z 12.2Z

12.9I 3.1X 8.1x 23 .Ox
12 .OZ 1.3X 5.8x 21.5I
5 .9X .4x 2.2Z 10.3Z

Source : Child Trends, 3nc ., analysis of data from 1988 Natiorial Health Iater~riew
Surveq of Child Sealth, Division of Health Intervie~ Statist~.cs, Natioaal
Center for Sealth Statistics .



Contents of
Abbreviated xO1~E Scal e

(NLSY, Gh i .ldren Aged 3-5 )

Pa~nt R ~eport Interviewer Obaervation

~ Child read ~o several times • Parent's voice conveye d
per week positive feelinq about chil d

~ Child has iQ or more I~ooka
of owa

~ Faaily gets at leaat one
maqazine

• Child has use of record or
tape p~ayer and tapes of vwn

• Parent has he~ped to teach
child numbers, alphabet,
colors, shapee and sixes

~ Chi3.d has some choice in
foods to eat

• Parent 1im.its hours of
television

• Parent doe s~ not hit back
when child hits

• Chi1d taken on outings at
least mon~hiy .

• Child taken to museums at
~ea~t yearZy

~ Child eats meal with both
~other and father figure
once a day or more

• Child spanked less than ~
twice in last week '

• Parent conversed with child
at leaet twice during visi t

• Parent cn=essed~ kissed~ o~C
huqqed chiid at leaat once

~ Parent introduced
i.ntervie~rer to ehild by name

~ Parent did not physically
restrict, shake, or qrab
child -

~ Parent did not slap or spank
child durinq vi si t

• Child's glay environment
appeara safe

~ Interior of home not dark or
perceptually monotonous

• AlI visible rooms reasona~ly
clean

• Al1 visible room minimally
cluttered



Relationship Between Fami.ly Financial Circumstances
and Quality of Chi~d's Home Environment ,

Chiidren Aged 3-5 af U .S . Women Aqed 22-30 in 1987 (NLSY }

Quality of ChiZd's
Hame Environment
., f H~ME Sco~e 1

Supportive
(lg+ )

Below Average
(15-16)

Deficient
(<1S)

Receivinq
Welfare
Pavments

34~

4 2

~ 4

~~

~elo~ Poverty
But Not Neither Poor

Receiving Nor On
Welfare Welfare

35~ . 66 $

41 25

24 7

~D~ ~~

TOTAL

59$

30

l I

3~~

c = .31** *

Level of
Intellectual
Sti.mulation

Adeqaate
(li+ ?

Below Averaqe
(5-14)

Deficien~
{<9 )

Level af
Emotional Support

Adeqnate
(8f)

Below Average
{6-7 )

Deficient
{<6)

49~ 48~ 74~

34 39 20

17 33 b

3~'~~' 1~ i~~

48~ 40~ 68~

Z7 34 24

25 2fi 8

~~ ~~ ~~

68~

24

8

~~

c = .25** *

62~

26

1 2

~

c S .25***



Relationshi~ Between Faneily Financial Circmnstances
and Quality of Child's Home Envxxnnment ,

Ch~ldxen Aqed 3-5 af U .S . Women Aged 22-30 in 196? {NLSY)

Individua~ Parent-Report Ite~n s
from HDME Scale, by Ethnicity

H4ME Scale Item ~

Mdther reads stories
to child three or more
times a week

Total

Black
Hispanic
White

Child has 10 or
more bocks af
his/her own

Total

Slack
Hispanic
White

Television is on
in home 7 ar more
hours every day

Total

Black
H3.spanic s
Whites

* p ~ .OOI

Belocv Paverty
Receiv~nq But Not Neither Paor
Welfare Receivxng Nor On
PavnEents Welfare Welfar e

42$

3D~
33$
53 ~

5Z~

2B$
39~
72$

55$

50$
4 7$
~3~

35$

Z7$
28~
42 ~

59~

33~
23~
78 $

44$

44~
42~
44$

57~

37~
43$
61 $

81~

54~
57$
86 $

35~

43~
31$
34~

c ~ .19*

.17*

.18*

.I6 *

c = .29*

.29~

.27*

.22 *

c = .20 *

;


