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State Statutes and Regulations for Healthy Schools  

School Year 2017-2018          

Family Engagement 
Schools that prioritize Family Engagement (FE) recognize 

that strengthening families and cultivating positive 

relationships between families and schools promote 

student learning and healthy development and enhance 

the quality of school environments. This analysis 

explores provisions in state law that bridge the gap 

between home and school, including family 

involvement in school governance, the adoption of 

family-oriented school policies, and the provision of 

family support services and school personnel training 

to help school staff partner more effectively with 

families. 

How is family engagement addressed in 
state law? 

• Forty states encourage or require school districts 

to develop and implement formal plans, policies, 
or programs to engage parents and families in the 

educational process. Although most schools 
understand the importance of engaging parents in 
the learning process, implementation is often 

mixed. Formal plans help provide structure to 
ensure parent engagement happens regularly.1 

• Thirty-eight states encourage or require 

districts to include parents or family members 
in school planning and decision-making. These states often require parent representation on local 
governance councils or involving parents in school improvement planning efforts. Twenty-four states 

encourage or require parent involvement in developing or updating student codes of conduct. 

• Sixte en states encourage or require districts to provide staff training addressing parent outreach and 
engagement, including training on how to establish parent-friendly school settings and how to 

promote awareness of community resources. Working with parents can often be a struggle for 
educators, and such trainings provide contextual and cultural awareness for ensuring open 
home/school communication. 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1. Fifteen states have no or limited coverage of 
family engagement in state education policies. 
Comprehensiveness of policies promoting family 
engagement in schools, by state 
 

This map shows states that have [◊] comprehensive 
(12), [∆] moderate (24), [□] low (14), [○] and no (1) 
coverage of family engagement topics in statutes and 
regulations governing education. 
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How comprehensively do states cover family engagement? 

• About half of states (24 states), have moderate coverage of family engagement topics in their state 

laws (range: 44 percent to 66 percent), whereas 12 states are more comprehensive in their coverage 

(range: 78 percent to 100 percent). The area that was least frequently addressed in state law involved 
professional development on parent engagement strategies representing an area of policy 
opportunity. 

• Fifteen states had limited coverage of family engagement topics. South Dakota was the only state 
that did not address any family engagement topics.   

Figure 2. Number of States Covering Selected Family Engagement Topics 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Child Trends, in partnership with The Institute of Health Research and Policy, University of Illinois at Chicago and 
EMT Associates, Inc., examined the extent to which 11 healthy schools domains are addressed in state policy. 

These domains include the 10 components of the Whole School, Whole Community, Whole Child (WSCC) model: 
Health Education; Physical Education and Physical Activity; Nutrition Environment and Services; Health 
Services; Counseling, Psychological, and Social Services; Social and Emotional Climate; Physical Environment; 

Employee Wellness; Family Engagement; and Community Involvement. An additional domain, the WSCC 
References domain, addresses the extent to which state laws include explicit references to the WSCC model or 
similar language, such as the Center for Disease Control and Preventions’ Coordinated School Health model.  

This sub-brief provides an overview of how state policies cover the Family Engagement domain. Sub-briefs 
covering the other domains as well as the compiled report can be found on the Child Trends website. Definitions 
of each of the nine topics are provided in the Appendix of the compiled report. Data from all topics are available 

through the National Association of State Boards of Education (NASBE) State Policy Database on School Health. 

1 Warren, M. R., Hong, S., Rubin, C. L., & Uy, P. S. (2009). Beyond the bake sale: A community-based relational approach to parent 

engagement in schools. Teachers college record, 111(9), 2209-2254. 
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https://www.childtrends.org/publications/using-policy-to-create-healthy-schools
http://statepolicies.nasbe.org/about/health-policies-database

