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Research Center
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Early Childhood Data Collaborative
www.ecedata.org

Effective use of data systems will 
help policymakers improve:

• Access to high-quality programs

• Program quality

• ECE workforce quality

• Child outcomes
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The Early Childhood Data Collaborative (ECDC) promotes policies and
practices to support policymakers’ development and use of coordinated
state early care and education (ECE) data systems.

Equity policy concerns:

• Equal access to high quality early 
childhood programs

• Preschool expulsion

• Equity for early learning 
professionals

http://www.ecedata.org/
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Integrating Early Childhood Data



2018 Early Childhood Data Systems Survey
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ECIDS Demonstration Project: Goals

1. To demonstrate the types of policy questions that can be 
answered when agencies share data about the families they 
serve.

2. To understand any barriers to accessing and using these types 
of data for states that have systems in place and capacity to 
provide integrated data for research purposes.

3. To share the stories of these states’ experiences to promote 
changes needed to develop integrated data system, which link 
early childhood data with other systems (i.e., K-12, housing or 
financial assistance programs, or parental employment data).
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ECIDS Demonstration Project Overview 

• Identified research questions related to current policy 
conversations that could only be answered through integrating 
early care and education data with data from other public 
systems:

Rhode Island (child welfare)
Minnesota (public assistance (TANF/SNAP))

Mississippi (Medicaid)

• Each state is at a different stage of their ECE integration efforts
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Findings from the 
Demonstration Projects
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Key Findings 
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1.This work is groundbreaking for states and comes with a myriad 
of challenges:

• Setting up data-sharing agreements, building stakeholder 
interest, translating data for policy audiences. 

2.Strong partnerships are key in overcoming those challenges
• Agency leaders, the governor, other advocates

3.Even for the state with the most advanced early childhood 
integrated data system (ECIDS), there is still much work to be 
done. 

• Adding in new data sources, building capacity, sharing the 
data



Recommendations
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1. Include all the systems that touch young children’s lives: health, 
family, education, public assistance

2.Convene leaders across systems and promote brainstorming, goal 
setting, and discussion 

3.Invest in a data governance structure to guide the work and drive 
it into the future

4.Build the time and skills for public agencies to support data 
integration 

5.Use the data regularly in programmatic and policy work, sharing 
successes with others in the field 



Minnesota: Stephanie Hogenson
Children’s Defense Fund of Minnesota
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Mississippi: Ben Walker, Mississippi State 
University’s Social Science Research Center
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Rhode Island: Leanne Barrett
Rhode Island KIDS COUNT
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Minnesota: Successes
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Mississippi: Successes
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Rhode Island: Successes
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Minnesota: 
Strategies for Continued Work

17

Continue partnerships

• Continue to build on the stronger relationship between 
CDF-MN and MN Department of Education

Promote the Early Childhood Longitudinal Data System 
(ECLDS)

• Encourage stakeholders to tap into the ECLDS and 
incorporate it into their work

Advocate for additional data

• Encourage expansion of the ECLDS to include additional 
elements, such as Head Start participation data



Mississippi: 
Strategies for Continued Work
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Continue to monitor progress over time

• Use this analysis as a baseline to understand whether and 
how outcomes improve 

Be flexible

• Consider carefully the scope of administrative data 
availability when developing research questions

Support data access

• Work on policies that build agency staff capacity (time and 
skills) to support the use of integrated data



Rhode Island: 
Strategies for Continued Work
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Establish an ECE data governance process

• Design process for housing and managing state’s data 
systems

• Assign roles and responsibilities among state agency leaders

• Guide efforts to strengthen coordination, funding, security, 
and appropriate data use



Questions?
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Carlise King, Executive Director, Early Childhood Data Collaborative
Phone: 240-223-9329

Email: cking@childtrends.org

Visit www.ecedata.org for more information

Follow us on twitter @ecedata

mailto:cking@childtrends.org
http://www.ecedata.org/


THANK YOU!
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