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1.
What did you 
want to 
understand 
about the 
CCDBG ?
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What we wanted to learn

• The impact the new dollars could have in supporting increased 
access to high quality care for children.

• What the opportunities were for using the dollars, and how 
states would prioritize needs.

• The types of supports most useful to state policy makers in 
getting the dollars out the door.

• How the dollars could be used to address inequities in state 
child care systems.



Stateofchildcare.org



What we wanted to understand 
• Identify how states are using the new funds.

• Demonstrate how the new funds are making a difference for children, 
families, and child care providers.

• Highlight innovative activities supported by the new funds.

• Indicate what is not a priority for the use of the new funds.

• Emphasize remaining gaps in child care assistance programs.

• Encourage states to use the funds and use them effectively.



In May 2019, Child Trends launched a national survey to learn:

1. How states planned to allocate the 2018 increase in CCDBG 

funding ?

2. Whether states planned to use increased funding to implement 

2014 CCDBG reauthorization requirements. If so, which 

requirements?

3. What remaining challenges states face in implementing the 2014 

CCDBG reauthorization requirements?
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CCDBG National Study Primary Research Questions



2.
What were the key 
findings or innovative 
strategies you learned 
from your conversations 
with stakeholders in 
states?
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What we learned

• For many states, the funds had enormous positive impacts – but 
they weren’t enough to meet all the needs.

• State policymakers had concerns about sustainability.
• While states knew their needs, they sometimes had gaps in their 

understanding, particularly in terms of input from families and 
providers.

• State appropriations processes were sometimes a barrier.
• Policy makers benefit from talking to each other and sharing 

strategies.  
• Other influencing factors have helped – e.g. Corrective Action Plans, 

PDGB5, funding initiatives…



➢ State data map

➢ CCDBG explainer videos 

➢ Ask an expert

➢ Relevant News

➢ Consolidated Resources



Key findings and innovative strategies
States prioritized increasing provider payment rates, reducing waiting lists, and meeting 
requirements of the CCDBG reauthorization law. Between February 2018 and February 2019:

• 29 states increased provider payment rates, with an average increase of over $100 per month 
per child. 

• The number of children on waiting lists for child care assistance decreased by over 132,000 
(55%). 

States placed less emphasis on other child care assistance policies, such as income eligibility 
l imits. 

• Only 3 states increased their income limits by a dollar amount that exceeded inflation.

Despite the infusion of new funding, significant gaps remain. In February 2019:

• A family with an income above 150% of poverty ($31,995 a year for a family of 
three) could not qualify for child care assistance in 13 states. 

• 15 states still had waiting lists or frozen intake for child care assistance. 

• Only 4 states set provider payment rates at federally recommended levels. 



What we 
learned from 
the 
CCDBG 
National 
Study 

> 50% of states 

anticipate serving 

more children as a 

result of new 

funding. 

Increasing payment 

rates for child care 

subsidies is a priority 

for most states. 

Implementing

comprehensive 

background check 

requirements remains 

a challenge for many 

states.
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Reducing parent 

co-payments is a 

future priority in 

several states.

> 50% of states plan 

to use the new funds 

to increase PD & the 

availability of quality 

care for infants and 

toddlers.

Additional funding is 

still needed in some 

states to implement 

CCDBG 

reauthorization 

requirements. 



3.
How can the 
audience 
access 
information 
about state 
advances in 
CCDBG 
activities?
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Fact sheets
Reports

Resources available at 
https://www.clasp.org/tags/child-care-and-development-block-grant-ccdbg

Blogs

Data

https://www.clasp.org/tags/child-care-and-development-block-grant-ccdbg




Information and resources
Early Progress: State Child Care 
Assistance Policies 2019 
https://nwlc.org/resources/early-
progress-state-child-care-
assistance-policies-2019/

States Use New Child Care and 
Development Block Grant Funds to 
Help Children and Families 
https://nwlc.org/resources/states-
use-new-child-care-development-
block-grant-funds-help-children-
families/

https://nwlc.org/resources/early-progress-state-child-care-assistance-policies-2019/
https://nwlc.org/resources/states-use-new-child-care-development-block-grant-funds-help-children-families/
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CCDBG National Study Interactive Website

https://www.childtrends.org/
publications/states-use-of-the-
child-care-and-development-
block-grant-funding-increase

https://www.childtrends.org/publications/states-use-of-the-child-care-and-development-block-grant-funding-increase


19

https://www.childtrends.org/
publications/states-use-of-the-
child-care-and-development-
block-grant-funding-increase

CCDBG National Study Interactive Website

https://www.childtrends.org/publications/states-use-of-the-child-care-and-development-block-grant-funding-increase


How states with large Hispanic populations are using or plan to use 

additional federal funding for child care

https://www.hispanicresearchcenter.org/research-resources/how-

states-with-large-hispanic-populations-are-using-or-plan-to-use-

additional-federal-funding-for-child-care/
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Other CCDBG Resources

https://www.hispanicresearchc
enter.org/research-
resources/how-states-with-
large-hispanic-populations-are-
using-or-plan-to-use-additional-
federal-funding-for-child-care/

https://www.hispanicresearchcenter.org/research-resources/how-states-with-large-hispanic-populations-are-using-or-plan-to-use-additional-federal-funding-for-child-care/
https://www.hispanicresearchcenter.org/research-resources/how-states-with-large-hispanic-populations-are-using-or-plan-to-use-additional-federal-funding-for-child-care/


Questions? 
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Thank you! 
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▪ www.childtrends.org

▪ ejordan@childtrends.org


