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Introduction 



Early Childhood Data Collaborative
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The Early Childhood Data Collaborative (ECDC) promotes policies and 
practices to support policymakers’ development and use of coordinated 
state early care and education (ECE) data systems.

Equity Policy concerns:

o Equal access to high quality early 
childhood programs

o Preschool expulsion
o Equity for early learning professionals

Effective use of data systems 
will help policymakers improve:

• Access to high-quality programs
• Program quality
• ECE workforce quality
• Child outcomes



Pre-K
State-funded 

Pre-K
Locally-

funded Pre-K

Early Childhood Data Landscape



Why are preschool data accessibility and 
infrastructures important?

Early care and education are fragmented, with multiple agencies 
at different levels (state and local) serving preschool-aged children 
in various settings (center-based, home-based, pre-K, etc.).
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State-funded Pre-K Data Survey 
Methods



Survey Design

Understand states' data capacity, infrastructure, and ability to use 
data

Developed in tandem with the STEP Forward with Data Framework

Data access and quality Data uses and users

Data infrastructure and linking Data storage 



Distribution and Sample

Survey fielded:
December 2022 - 

March 2023

Sent to 
multiple pre-K contacts 

within the 45 states 

Received
39 survey responses 

from 35 states

Final sample:
43 states (35 survey 
responses + 8 states 

using public data)



Key Findings

Data access and quality

Data uses and users

Data infrastructure 
and linking

Data storage



Data Access



Data Access and Quality

93% of states 
had access to 

child-level data

93% of states 
had access to 
program-level 

data

74% of states 
had access to 

workforce-level 
data

84% of states 
could report 

on system-level 
data

Source: Child Trends’ State-funded Pre-K Data Survey.

Data quality 
concerns were 

raised across all 
data collected



What were the most accessible child-level 
data elements?(n=40)

Source: Child Trends’ State-funded Pre-K Data Survey.

93% of states had access to child-level data.

states



What were the most accessible program-
level data elements? (n=40)

Source: Child Trends’ State-funded Pre-K Data Survey.

93% of states had access to program-level data.

states



What were the most accessible 
workforce-level data elements? (n=32)

Source: Child Trends’ State-funded Pre-K Data Survey.

74% of states had access to child-level data.

states



What were the most accessible system-
level data elements? (n=36)

Source: Child Trends’ State-funded Pre-K Data Survey.

84% of states had access to system-level data.

States



Georgia’s Cross Agency Child Data 
System (CACDS)

Source: Georgia’s CACDS. https://www.gacacds.com/data-explorer/.



Data Uses and Users



Data Disaggregation

47% of states can 
report on their 

community 
demographics; 

17% can report on 
families’ needs.

Less than half of states 
can disaggregate by 

income, tribal affiliation, 
and country of birth

83% of states can 
disaggregate data by 

child and family 
characteristics

Source: Child Trends’ State-funded Pre-K Data Survey.



Can states disaggregate data by child and 
family characteristics? (n=35)

Source: Child Trends’ State-funded Pre-K Data Survey.



How do respondents use pre-K data? (n=35)

Source: Child Trends’ State-funded Pre-K Data Survey.



Who uses pre-K data? (n=35)

Source: Child Trends’ State-funded Pre-K Data Survey.

states



North Carolina Early Childhood 
Integrated Data System (NC ECIDS)

Source: NC ECIDS. 



Alabama Data Dashboard

Source: Alabama Department of Early Childhood Education.



Data Infrastructure and Linking



Data Infrastructure

Unique identifiers were 
frequently identified as 

facilitators to access, 
link, and use data

Most states 
reported data being 

siloed across 
database systems

Over 2/3 of states 
can link pre-K and 

K-12 data

Source: Child Trends’ State-funded Pre-K Data Survey.



Do state agencies link state-funded pre-K 
program data to K-12 data? (n=42) 

Source: Child Trends’ State-funded Pre-K Data Survey.

69%

14%

7%

10%

Yes

Not yet, 
but in 
progress

No

I don't know/Null 



Can child, program, workforce, or system-
level data be linked together? (n=42)

Source: Child Trends’ State-funded Pre-K Data Survey.

26%

31%

14%

24%

5% Yes

Yes, for some 
data elements

Not yet, but    
in progress

No

I don't know / Null



Can pre-K data be linked across other 
pre-K programs, such as Head Start? (n=42)

Source: Child Trends’ State-funded Pre-K Data Survey.

24%

16%

19%

24%

5%

12% Yes

Yes, for some 
data elements

Not yet, but in progress

No

Other

I don't know / 
Null



What facilitates the state agency's ability to 
coordinate or link data across programs?

Source: Child Trends’ State-funded Pre-K Data Survey.

Currently facilitates
(n=10)

states



What does or would facilitate the state agency's 
ability to coordinate or link data across programs?

Source: Child Trends’ State-funded Pre-K Data Survey.

Currently facilitates
(n=10)

Would facilitate
(n=21)

states



Minnesota Early Childhood Longitudinal 
Data System 

Source: https://eclds.mn.gov/#/ch3



Data Storage and Usage



Supports that strengthen respondents’ ability 
to access, analyze, or use pre-K data (n=35)

Source: Child Trends’ State-funded Pre-K Data Survey.

states



Barriers that respondents face in their ability 
to access, analyze, or use pre-K data (n=35)

Source: Child Trends’ State-funded Pre-K Data Survey.

states



Additional Resources



Interactive Maps and State Profiles



State-Level Accessibility of Head Start Data



STEP Forward with Data Framework



Action Steps



Action Steps

• Identify data collection 
gaps

• Explore support avenues 
for data system 
development

• Consider using federal, 
state, or foundation funding 
to strengthen data 
infrastructure and data 
capacity

• Use STEP Forward with 
Data Framework to build 
and enhance an equitable 
preschool system 



Questions?



Ways to stay connected

Join our listserv to get updates 
to upcoming webinars, products 

and guides:

Access resources at www.ecedata.org

Contact us at: prekdata@childtrends.org 

http://www.ecedata.org/
mailto:prekdata@childtrends.org


Thank you!
samadon@childtrends.org
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